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Imagine walking only as far as your mailbox to pick 
up the latest issue of SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING! Now this convenience can be yours. Enjoy 
12 issues of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING sent 
to your doorstep, postpaid, for the low price of only 
$17. SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING contains sto- 
ries and features found in no other wrestling maga- 
zine. Its peak-action photos and superb coverage of 


the entire wrestling scene make SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING the most exciting wrestling magazine 
on the market today. Remember: subscribers NEV- 
ER miss a single issue. And each issue is delivered 
in a sturdy protective manila envelope. Get in on 
the excitement that only SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING brings to you issue after thrilling issue—you 
won't be sorry! 
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SUMMER 1989 


Zbyszko: Finally a world champion 


18 caossrme: 


KENDALL WINDHAM 
Now a rulebreaker, Kendall talks about 
Dusty Rhodes, his brother Barry, and per- 
sonal integrity with Wrestling 89 editors Ed- 
die Elliner and Bill Apter 


22urap TO HEAD: 

THE BLUE BLAZER 

VS. MIL MASCARAS 

What would happen if the WWF's newest 
high-flyer met the aerial legend? Four ex- 
perts analyze the bout and predict an 
outcome 


28 INTERVIEW 89: 

LARRY ZBYSZKO 

After ‘14 glorious years,” Zbyszko has won 
the AWA World championship. When 
Wrestling 89 ventured to Minnesota to in- 
terview the “Living Legend,” we got more 
than we bargained for 


32 MANDY: NIKITA KOLOFF’S 
TALE OF LOVE AND TRAGEDY 
Koloff seemed to be on the top of the wres- 
tling world—unti his wife’s battle with 
Hodgkin's disease forced him out of the 
sport. This is a story of one man's deepest 
devotion to the woman he loves 


“FOR TODAY’S WRESTLING FAN” 
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Ultimate Warrior: Ready to dominate 


S4nocan & SAVAGE— 

THEY CAN PUT THE PIECES 
TOGETHER AGAIN! 

Even though the Megapowers meltdown 
seems permanent, it's never too late for 
these men to admit they're wrong. If they'd 
come to their senses, Hogan and Savage 
could be friends again 


36 WHO'S THE RICHEST 

OF THE RICH? 

Is it Vince McMahon, Ted Tumer, Ric Flair, 
Ted DiBiase, Hulk Hogan, or someone 
else? Money is power, and in this Wres- 
tling 89 exclusive, we leam who the most 
powerful men in the sport really are 


40 THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR: 
WRESTLING'S MIKE TYSON 

like Tyson, the Warrior may have achieved 
too much success too quickly. Will the 
Warrior face the same career perils, too? 


42m PRIVATE SIDE: 

THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 

Wrestling 89 is there as Stan Lane, Bobby 
Eaton, and Jim Comette spend a very spe- 
cial day in New York City 
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Midnight Express: A day in NYC 


44.05 DECIDE: SHOULD 
THERE BE A WWF 
INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE? 

With so many tag teams in the federation, 
top stars are lacking for title shots. Would 
another pair of belts solve the problem? 
Cast your vote today! 
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OPENING BELL 


fthe story on page 32 doesn’t bring a lump to your throat, you don’t have a 

throat. 

“Mandy: Nikita Koloff’s Tale Of Love And Tragedy,” by Bob Smith, reveals 
for the first time the reason one of the mightiest superstars of the sport, Nikita 
Koloff, suddenly was no longer competing. 

Instead, Koloff has become spectator, cheerleader, and coach in the most 
important competition he has ever known: his wife’s battle with Hodgkin’s 
disease. 

Even after editing each article that appears in this edition of Wrestling 89, 
my mind kept drifting back to the tale of this courageous woman and her dedi- 
cated husband. 

I thought about The Ultimate Warrior (page 41) and how quickly he has 
emerged as one of wrestling’s top stars, much like Nikita did when he broke 
into the sport five years ago. As the Warrior continues to gain momentum, 
wrestling promoters and fans are forgetting in just a few short months that 
Nikita Koloff even exists. 

I thought about the breakup of the Megapowers (page 34) and how petty 
their problems seem in relation to Nikita and Mandy’s. Randy Savage claims to 
love Elizabeth, yet he thought nothing of tossing her across a room before 33- 
million people on national TV. Mandy and Nikita are what true love is all about. 

Mainly, though, I thought about all the money that this great business of 
wrestling represents (“Who's The Richest Of The Rich?” page 36) and the ter- 
rible financial burden Nikita and Mandy are currently experiencing ata time 
when they should only have to be concemed with beating this horrible 
disease, 

“It's beena strain,” Nikita admits. “A disease like this you can’t plan for, 
and, unfortunately, neither of us had insurance, It’s even worse, because 
Hodgkin's disease is one of the most expensive diseases to treat. 

“It didn’t take much time for this to do quite a bit of damage to our pocket- 
books. But we're doing okay. We’re trying to avoid losing what I worked for 
during my wrestling career.” 

It just doesn’t seem fair that Ted DiBiase feeds caviar to his dog while Nikita 
Koloff has to spend every penny he has sweated for to battle a disease that 
people as good-hearted as the Koloffs are should never have to deal with in 
the first place. 

But you won't hear Nikita and Mandy complain. Nikita, in fact, had to be 
coaxed into holding the March photo benefit at his gym in North Carolina to 
raise funds, And when he gave his interview to Bob Smith, he didn’t use the 
opportunity to elaborate on the financial problems. 

It took a second call—and some pointed questioning—to get Nikita to open 
up about this unfortunate byproduct ofa problem that makes green paper 
with pictures of presidents on it seem all too trivial. 

If you care to send a donation, large or small, the address is: Mandy Koloff, 
c/o Koloff’s Fortress of Fitness, 56 South Union Street, Concord, NC 28025. 


Those who choose to donate will receive an autographed photo from 
Nikita. 
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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eusistea montny) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual ‘Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars... Each 
issue’s ‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names . . . ‘Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 
... Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . “Arena Report” brings you match results from 
around the wrestling world . .. Award-winning columns from 
wrestling’s most respected staff of independent journalists . . . 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of ‘Ratings Analysis” 
. .. All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 


INSIDE WRESTLING (Published Monthly) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous ‘‘Hotseat’’ interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling's top stars . . . ‘One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . , ‘Roll Call Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 


THE WRESTLER euvishea monty) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . ‘Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down’ tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive “'Q & A” interview with one 
of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special ‘“‘Introducing’’ feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . ‘You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 


Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 7 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three ! 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 
12 issues of The Wrestler— a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 
Het eat NEW 36 Magazines 
Box 48 RENEWAL For Only $42! 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 | 
Name I 
Address | 
City State Zip I 


(U.S.FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57.) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue 
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FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited. 
Send them to: Feedback; Wrestling 89, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


STARRCADE BLACKOUT 

I, along with millions of others, wit- 
nessed Starrcade ’88 on pay-per-view 
television. The entire card was spec- 
tacular, and I was extremely im- 
pressed by the Ric Flair-Lex Luger 
main event. However, there was one 
big match I have no opinion on. That's 
because I didn’t even get to see the 
bout! 

Of course, I’m referring to the Bunk- 
house Stampede, which was almost as 
highly promoted as the World title 
match itself. When I heard ring an- 
nouncer Gary Cappetta say, “It is now 
time for the Bunkhouse Stampede,” 
while Ric Flair was being interviewed, 
I tried to think who the winner of this 
wild event would be. Days later, I was 
still thinking. 

This is what I thought when an- 
nouncer Bob Caudle said the show 
was over, even though I could still 
hear action in the ring: No, Bob, 


there's still the Stampede! This is not — Per-view telecast. 


Hulk Hogan made the biggest mistake of his wrestling 
career long ago when he shook Randy Savage’s hand the 
day the “Macho Man” was triple-teamed by The Hart 
Foundation and The Honky Tonk Man. If I were the 
“Hulkster,” 1 would have helped the Harts and Honky 
Tonk beat up Savage, then kidnapped Elizabeth for 
ransom! 

The day I first saw Savage on TV, I knew he wasn't a 
worthy Intercontinental champion. Today, even if he’s 
considered a fan favorite, I still disrespect him for being 
in pro wrestling. Do you know what the “Hulkster” 
should do to Savage and Elizabeth? He should whip the 
WWF World champion and take the belt and Elizabeth 
away from that crazy, brain-damaged maniac! 

The “Macho Man” should be put into some attitude- 
adjustment institution and be locked up for life! But I 
don’t think that’s possible, because I think the WWF is 
Protecting Savage by letting him be a worthless 
champion! 
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Eddie Gilbert and Steve Williams flip Dick Murdoch out of the ring during the Bunkhouse Stampede at 
Starrcade '88. Reader Mike Messier was dismayed when that match was not shown as part of the pay- 


MESSAGE TO HOGAN: 
PUT AN END TO SAVAGE’S DISGRACEFUL REIGN 


By Nance H. Toyuleak 


Why do I call him that? On February 5, 1988, Hulk was 
robbed of the championship belt. On March 27, 1988, 
Randy won the belt with the help of the “Hulkster.” In 
my opinion, a true champion would’ve won the belt with- 
out interference—or any other objects—to help him. Ho- 
gan was that kind of champion, and he’ll recapture his 
belt soon! 

I'm not just saying this because I’m a star-gazing 

jac, I’m saying it because the “Hulkster” won 
his championship by sweat, guts, intestinal fortitude, and 
momentum! And he did it all without the help of the 
“Macho Man” or anybody else! 

Hulk Hogan is the uncrowned champion of the WWF, 
and will be the next World champion very shortly. Hulk, 
do me a favor: Side with Elizabeth and punch Savage for 
all your star-gazing Hulkamaniacs! He is a disgrace to the 
World championship, to Elizabeth, to you, to the WWF, 
and to all the fans. 

(The writer is a wrestling fan from Manokotak, Alaska) 


Each issue, Wrestling 89 offers a special forum for one fan to speak out at length on an issue 
he or she feels affects all of wrestling. 


free TV, where main events are hyped 
but not seen! This is Starrcade, you 
fool! I paid $17.95 for this! C’mon, Jim 
Ross, do something! Ted Tumer, flip a 
switch or sbmething! No, don't play 
that stupid video! The show's not over. 
Go back to the ring! 

Imagine blacking out the fourth 
quarter of the Super Bowl, or cancel- 
ling the Randy Savage-Ted DiBiase fi- 
nal at the WrestleMania IV title tourna- 
ment. That's what the non-showing of 
the Stampede was like. Is this the 
NWA’s idea of excitement? I mean, 
the NWA, gave itself only three hours 
for their biggest card of the year. And 
isn’t it odd that no one mentioned the 
Stampede the entire night, although 
they had talked about it endlessly for 
weeks? 

I've decided not to pay for any 
NWA pay-per-view event that doesn’t 
air for at least four hours. I urge fellow 
fans to join me in this boycott. As 
someone once said, “Fool us once, 
shame on you. Fool us twice, shame 
on us.” 


MIKE MESSIER . 


Burke, VA 


THE ROADIES TAKE CONTROL 
We would like to thank you for the 
great article by Paul Ellering in your 
Spring 1989 issue (‘Manager's Fo- 
mum”), Paul was right when he said 
that The Road Warriors have had the 
last laugh. Their recent change in atti- 
tude has really shown that The Legion 
of Doom hasn't lost their killer instinct. 
Now, not only are they mean, they are 
the NWA World tag team champions. 
Thanks for the terrific article, Paul! 

Good luck in your future matches. 
COLEEN KEATING 
JASON ANDERSON 
Kirkland, WA 


IS BRUNO JEALOUS? 

I just finished reading the story 
“Wrestling’s New Breed: More Power 
To Them—But Is That Enough?” 
(Spring 1989). I enjoyed it, but I have 
some comments. ' 

First off, where does Bruno Sammar- 
tino get off criticizing power? He was 
once the most powerful man in wres- 
tling, but now there are men bigger 
and better than him. Even his son, Da- 


FEEDBACK 


The Road Warriors’ success as NWA World tag team champions proves that Paul Ellering > « great 


vid, is a powerhouse, but there aré 
guys bigger and better than him, too. 
Sure, I'm sick of seeing men with no 
wrestling skill (ike Ultimate Warrior 
and The Powers of Pain) crush smaller 
opponents, but other powerhouses 
(ike Lex Luger, Doug Fumas, Kerry 
Von Erich, and Sting) are great 
wrestlers. 

_.The world of wrestling is crazy 
sometimes, but some people are too 
stubbom to get it into their skulls. If 
people wanted only small scientific 


manager, at least in the eyes of readers Coleen Keating and Jason Anderson. 


wrestlers, then we would lose half the 
sport. Andre the Giant, Bam Bam 
Bigelow, Jeff Jarrett, and Steve Casey 
are’all large in their own ways, wheth- 
er in size or skill. 

It’s. a pity to see Bruno so jealous of 
wrestling. He used to be great, but his 
jealousy has made him hate the whole 
world. There are logical changes to be 
made for the sport, and illogical ones 
that shouldn’t be. One logical change 
would be installing a junior heavy- 

(Continued on page 56) 
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THE SECOND REFEREE 


Ta 


Referee Teddy Long awards Rick Steamboat the 
NWA World title belt after his victory over Ric 
Flair in Chicago. 
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who’s been champion for so long, 


NWA’s “second referee’ tor many 
years. He realizes that. Young is the 
top man and is called on to referee 
most championship bouts. Long, 


. however, is content with his role in 


the NWA. 

“Listen, I’m not as famous as Tom- 
my or Dick Woherle or Dick Kroll, 
but I do my job quietly and the wres- 
tlers know I’m fair,” Long said. “I 
never would’ve made that three- 
count if I didn’t think it was the right 
thing to do. You know, I've seen oth- 
er wrestlers and federation officials 
make the count in matches when the 
ref is knocked out, and that’s just not 


right. But I was there to do exactly 
what I did. I did my job.” 

Young agreed. “I’m grateful that 
Teddy filled in for me,” he said. “It 
was a difficult thing for him to do, 
and he was under a lot of pressure, 
but he acted properly. He’s an excel- 
lent referee.” 


MILDRED BURKE, 1915-1989 
Mildred Burke, who pioneered 
women’s wrestling in the U.S. and 
Japan and held the world title from 
1935 to 1954, died of a stroke on Feb- 
mary 18 in Los Angeles. She was 73. 
Bom Mildred Bliss in Coffeyville, 
Kansas, Burke changed her name 


| 


Mildred Burke, a pioneer of women’s wrestling, 
died recently in Los Angeles. Burke was the 
women's world champion from 1935 to 1954, 


while working the carnival circuit 
with her second husband, former 
Missouri State champion Billy Wolfe. 


’ She was a tough but colorful compet- 


itor, known for her sleek, muscular 
body and flashy ring attire, as well as 
her willingness to wrestle—and 
beat—men. 

“After I separated from my [first] 
husband and had the baby, I kept 
going down to tlie arena and pester- 
ing this Billy Wolfe to teach me to 
wrestle,” Burke said in Joe Jares’ 
book Whatever Happened To Gor- 
geous George? “I never was more 
than five-feettwo,.and I was 115 
pounds at the time. So I said, ‘Well, 
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give me a chance anyway,’ and I 
kept pestering him for three or four 
months. 

“Finally, one day he had hired a 
gypsy boy to take me up in the gym 
and slam me so hard that I’d quit 
bothering him ... I'd never been in 
a ring before in any way, shape, or 
form ... We came out from the cor- 
ner and the boy picked me up ina 
bodyslam and he slammed me so 
hard, the dust went about three feet 
high, I think. But when we hit, I man- 
aged to tum him over and pin him.” 

From then on, Burke wrestled 
women as well as men and drew 
some of the biggest crowds of the 
time to see her wrestle. Over 14,000 
fans saw Burke wrestle Lupe Acosta 
in 1939 in Monterey, Mexico, and 
18,000 fans were on hand in Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, for a 1941 match 
agaomst Elvira Snodgrass. 

Burke, who trained the female 
wrestlers in the 1981 movie, All The 
Marbles, was one of the more beauti- 
ful women to ever wrestle. “She was 
totally feminine,” her son Joseph 
Wolfe told the Los Angeles Times. 
“More than anything else, she 
stressed being very feminine and a 
loving mother.” 


JACQUES ROUGEAU CONVICTED 

WWF star Jacques Rougeau was 
convicted of assault and ordered to 
pay $11,910 in damages and interest 
to a spectactor he punched in the 
face during a 1986 match in Canada, 
The Montreal Gazette reported in its 
January 29, 1989, edition. 

The suit charged that on January 
26, 1986, 21-year-old Denis Belley, 
who was sitting in the first row, shot 
Rougeau in the left eye with a water 
pistol after Jacques and his brother 
Raymond had entered the ring in 
Chicoutimi, a small city 131 miles 
north of Quebec City. Jacques then 
climbed out of the ring and hit Belley 
in the face, knocking out two teeth 
and causing partial loss of feeling in 
his upper lip. 

Quebec Superior Court Justice 
Ross Goodwin ruled that Jacques’ vi- 
ciousness was out of proportion to 
the severity of the incident and add- 
ed that the victim was much smaller 
than the 6’2”, 228-pound wrestler. 


Jacques Rougeau has been convicted of assault following a 1986 incident in which he struck a fan 


after the fan had squirted him in the eye with a water pistol. 


RANDOM NOTES 


Jose Huertas Gonzalez was found 
not guilty of voluntary homicide and 
weapons violations charges for the 
murder of Frank Goodish, aka. 
Bruiser Brody. Superior Court Judge 
Rodolpho Cruz cleared Gonzalez of 
all charges on February 2 after the 
jury retumed a 9-3 verdict in Gonza- 
lez’ favor ... Heavy rumors are now 
circulating that Elizabeth will retire 
after WrestleMania V. According to 
our sources, Elizabeth is upset about 
being caught in the middle of the 
Hulk Hogan-Randy Savage feud and 
wants to lead “a more normal life” 
... Former Freebird Terry Gordy 
has signed with the NWA and will 
arrive after his current Japan tour. 
There’s no word, however, as to 
whether Gordy and Michael Hayes 
will reunite. Hayes is currently 
teaming with Butch Reed ... Dustin 
Rhodes has returned to Florida to 
join his father, Dusty Rhodes, in Flor- 
ida Championship Wrestling ... Jed 
Grundy and Scott Steiner won the 
CWA tag team belts from Robert 
Fuller and Jimmy Golden. The 


match appeared to be over when 
Sylvia threw powder in Steiner’s 
face, enabling Fuller to score the pin. 
Grundy and Steiner protested, howev- 
er, and the match was allowed to 
continue. Steiner eventually pinned 


Fuller... New ICW champ Tony At- 
las is now a rulebreaker and is being 
managed by The Duke. Atlas won 
the belt from Joe Savoldi on Febru- 
ary 11 in Presque Isle, Maine ... Jim 
Garvin is wrestling for the Atlantic 
Coast federation. He’s after Nelson 
Royal’s junior heavyweight title ... 
Baby Doll is a commentator for At- 
lantic Coast Wrestling ... “Piper's 
Pit” is back! The show, co-hosted by 
Roddy Piper and AWA announcer 
Lee Marshall, was scheduled to de- 
but on March 19 as a weekly 
sports/telephone talk show on the 
FNN/Score cable channel ... Leg- 
endary wrestler Milo Steinborn died 
of natural causes on February 9 at 
the age of 95. Steinbom, a strongman 
who was connected with the sport as 
a wrestler, manager, and promoter 
from the 1920s through the ’70s, is 
survived by his sons Henry and Dick. 


THE LAST WORD 

Paul E. Dangerously is not, by any 
means, a nice man, but Jim Comette 
(who’s been known to annoy his fair 
share of people, too!) put Dangerous- 
ly in some pretty unflattering compa- 
ny during a recent World Champion- 
ship Wrestling broadcast. Said 
Comette: “Capone died a broken 
man, Hitler blew his brains out, they 
fried Ted Bundy two weeks ago, and 
Paul E., you’re next!” 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Andy Rodriguez 


LET THE CHAMPIONSHIP 
COMMITTEES PICK CONTENDERS 


HEN RIC FLAIR said Lex Luger would no longer 

receive shots at the NWA World title, the NWA 
championship committee didn’t say a word. But in 1987, 
when Curt Hennig said he wouldn't give Greg Gagne 
any title matches, the AWA championship committee 
stepped in and mandated that Hennig wrestle Gagne as 
the number-one contender. 

Why is it that in some cases, the champion is allowed 
to decide whom he wrestles for the belt, while in others 
he is ordered by the championship committee to defend 
against a named opponent? 

“There’s no rhyme or reason to the whole system as far 
as other federations are concemed,”’ AWA President 
Stanley Blackbum said. “Here in the AWA, we've always 
believed that it is the championship committee alone 
who names contenders for the World title. It isn’t fair for 
a champion to pick and choose his opponents. If we 
allowed that to happen, a cowardly champion could 
duck a worthy opponent for months, even years. It 
cheapens the value of the title and makes everybody 
look bad.” 

Blackbum’s policy was put into full force during the 
Jerry Lawler controversy. Rather than defending the 
AWA title in cities where the AWA had scheduled de- 
fenses, Lawler opted to defend his World Class and 
“unified” titles at other sites. So at Blackbum’s insistence, 
the championship committee stripped Lawler of the 
World title and put up the belt in a battle royal, which 
was won by Larry Zbyszko. 

“Lawler leamed the hard way that the AWA is tough 
when it comes to taking the World title seriously,” said 
Vere Gagne, who held that belt a record nine times. 
“We want our champions to be fighting champions. No 
titleholder, however popular he may be, should be al- 
lowed to dodge contenders at will. I don’t care much for 
Larry Zbyszko, but at least he’s indicated that he'll take 
on all comers, and I give him credit for that.” 

If the AWA is forceful in asserting its authority, then the 
NWA is weak-willed. Even before Flair and Luger's last 
match at Starrcade 88, Flair had announced that Luger’s 
opportunity would be his last, period. Nevertheless, the 
NWA let Flair have his way. 

“Why shouldn't they have let me call the shots?” Flair 
said. “I was the champion, the man who makes things 
happen in the NWA. That's the way it’s gonna be again 


as soon as I get the belt back from [Rick] Steamboat. He 
can't lead the NWA with the class and style I’ve so ably 
demonstrated over the past eight years. It is the champi- 
on’s nght—I repeat, nght—to determine who his next 
challengers will be. God forbid I should leave that deci- 
sion to some fat bureaucrats over at the championship 
committee!” 

NWA President Jim Crockett is disgusted by Flair’s 
attitude, but is unable to get the NWA championship 
committee to act. “This is a situation I've discussed with 
the committee many times over the past few months,” 
Crockett said. “Unfortunately, my colleagues think their 
business is more in the areas of levying fines and penal- 
ties and resolving controversies than in mandating title 
shots. If a title is vacant, they'll act to determine a new 
champion, but as long as there’s a champion, they don’t 
want to get involved.” 

In the WWF, the policy is unclear. When Hulk Hogan 
clamored for a World title match against Randy Savage, 
Savage himself decided that Hogan would get the oppor- 
tunity. But in the past, WWF President Jack Tunney has 
said it is the championship committee’s duty to order the 
champion to wrestle whomever they deem the number- 
one contender. Even Hogan, one of the most popular 
champions in the sport's history, has had to abide by 
their nulings. 

“I never knew where I stood in the WWF,” said Ken 
Patera, who held the WWF Intercontinental title and now 
wrestles in the AWA. “If I wanted a shot at Savage or 
The Ultimate Warrior, I didn’t know if I had to challenge 
the man personally or ask the committee for a match. 
Finally, I got so fed up with the situation that I just left the 
place. 

“At least in the AWA I know that if the committee says 
so, Zbyszko has to give me a match somewhere down 
the line,” Patera continued. “I’m not left in limbo.” 

That is just one reason why championship committees 
must be made more powerful. The functions they per- 
form are important. One of those functions should be 
mandating title defenses for World champions as well as 
other titleholders. The standard that applies in the AWA 
should be followed by all the federations all the time, 
without exception. 


Andy Rodriguez is assistant editor of this magazine. 
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SUBSCRIPTION DEAL Frees 


Save 43% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 10 ISSUES FREE! 


INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER cover all 
the excitement and drama of wrestling—not just in one 
federation, but in all of them! Honest hard-hitting cover- 
age of your favorite sport has made INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER favorites of fans for over 
two decades. Our staff of reporters and photographers 
bring you ringside action like no other magazines can! 
e 

Subscribe now and receive the next 12 issues of either 
INSIDE WRESTLING or THE WRESTLER for just $17. 
Or subscribe to both magazines and receive 24 action- 
packed issues (including specials!) for the bargain price 
of just $27—a savings of $20 off the regular newsstand 
price! And every issue will be delivered directly to your SUPERS Ly. ME Ra 
door in a protective manila envelope to help prevent diniten Yesa Pama LOVE To hate 
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damage during shipping. ll 


INSIDE WRESTLING THE WRESTLER 
(Published Monthly) SE =e (Published Monthly) 


24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $27. 


r cea ane ace On new subscriptions, please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first magazine mil 
T.V. SPORTS INSIDE WRESTLING—$17.00 12 issues 
Box 48 THE WRESTLER—$17.00 12 issues 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 BOTH MAGAZINES—$27.00 24 issues 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


By Hiro Matsuda 


“YAMASAKI 
WILL RULE WRESTLING” 


ON’T LOOK FOR The Yamasaki 

Corporation on the New York 
Stock Exchange boards. Yamasaki is 
the Japanese mother corporation that 
serves as the flagship for thousands of 
smaller companies all over the world. I 
won't be surprised if you can’t under- 
stand this concept. That's why Japa- 
nese business is taking over. It is why 
America has lost standing as the world 
business leader. Japan passed you 
lazy, uneducated people almost five 
years ago. 

Yamasaki is a juggemaut. Every day, 
this fine conglomerate buys hundreds of 
American businesses that have been run 
into the ground by inept management. 
We buy buildings and utilities. We esti- 
mate that by the year 2010, Yamasaki will 
create onethird of the world’s gross product. 

This kind of business acumen is why I am now the 
new manager of Ric Flair, Barry Windham, and Butch 
Reed. You Americans seem so amazed that I could sim- 
ply come into the NWA and suddenly be the manager of 
the greatest wrestling talent in the world. It was a simple 
procedure for Yamasaki executives. 

First, a bit of history. I joined Yamasaki about a year 
ago. Before that, I was busy training championship-cali- 
ber wrestlers, such as Lex Luger. Early in 1988, I was 
contacted by James Yoshiryu, the head of the newly 
formed sports division of Yamasaki. 

Yoshiryu had big ideas about getting into major league 
American sports, one of the few U.S. businesses capable 
of making a profit. He talked about the possibility of 
buying a major league baseball team, or putting in a bid 
for one of the new NBA franchises. I said don’t even 
bother. The sports area that Yamasaki should be concen- 
trating on was pro wrestling, a sport being run into the 
ground by sloppy, uninspired American management. 
Yoshiryu agreed, and signed me as the head of 
Yamasaki’s wrestling division. 

For months, I scouted the top talent in the sport all 
over the world. Naturally, I spent most of my time in 
Japan (the wrestling there is vastly superior to what 
passes for wrestling here) looking for the right kind of 
talent that can generate the sufficient amount of revenue. 
Yamasaki did not want to just randomly sign wrestlers 
and hope they would develop into stars. The company 
insisted on established champions. 

Like any intelligent businessmen, we waited, looking 
for the proper opportunity to strike. Somehow, I knew 
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Hiro Matsuda scored a coup when he 
signed Ric Flair and Barry Windham. 


the most profitable opportunity lay just 
around the comer. As it twmed out, I 
was right to wait. Yamasaki has fallen 
right into a gold mine. 

The day of destiny turned out to be 
January 18, 1989. The great NWA World 
champion, Ric Flair, and the talented 
U.S. champion, Barry Windham, were 
scheduled to face Eddie Gilbert and a 
“mystery” partner in a match to be 
broadcast on national television. The 
manager of Flair and Windham, J.J. Dil- 
lon, did no investigative work to find 
out what partner Gilbert would select. 
That is inexcusable. It is the job of any 
manager to keep his men informed. 
That is his most important function. 

Needless to say, Flair and Windham 
were not prepared when Gilbert's part- 
ner turned out to be Rick Steamboat, who I will admit is 
quite talented, but not up to the caliber of my new 
clients. Steamboat pinned Flair in the match, and it was a 
fluke, but it never should have been allowed to happen. 

When the match was broadcast, Yoshiryu called me 
the minute Steamboat was pinned. “Get Windham and 
Flair!” he screamed. 

I managed to do just that. The next day, I was in 
Atlanta signing Flair and Windham to a contract. Dillon 
was fired, and rightfully so, And thanks to Flair, I also 
signed Reed to an exclusive deal. These men were intel- 
ligent enough to realize I had made them the offer of a 
lifetime. 

How did I pull off such a coup? I simply doubled their 
incomes. Flair was a multi-millionaire already, and Wind- 
ham wasn't too far behind him. Now, the massive cash 
flow of Yamasaki will provide benefits and income be- 
yond their wildest dreams, Another bonus is my wealth 
of wrestling knowledge and Oriental techniques. Dillon 
only booked matches. Yamasaki and I will provide assis- 
tance in every facet of life. 

This is the beginning of a great new era for Americans 
wrestling fans. Now, the Yamasaki Corporation already 
owns the only wrestlers in the NWA who are worth any- 
thing. The fluke losses at Chi‘Town Rumble will quickly be 
avenged. As we expand, we are likely to shock the world. 
We have already had some conversations with other top 
stars—some that would surprise you American fans. No one 
else will be able to afford our talent. 

That's why Yamasaki is going to mule wrestling. And 
that’s why I’m going to be the greatest wrestling manag- 
er in the world. 


JAPANESE 


£ 


You've heard about them . . . you’ve read 
about them . . . now you can see them for 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 
among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 
the entire mat world. Now, two 
sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 
into your own home! 


Sample The 
Excitement! 


Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 
Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 

are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They’re all here, 
and more—including American 
superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 
television, include the kind of action 
that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 
enjoy. These tapes are certain to 
become valued collectors’ items. 
They include complete matches, not 
match excerpts! 


Slant-Eyed Slaughter 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 

© Wendi Richter & “Devil” Masami vs. 
Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Okumura 
@ Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 
© Monster Ripper & “‘Devil’”” Masami 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara 
@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
@ “Crush Girl” Lioness Asuka vs. 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo 


Riot Of The Rising Sun 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 

@ Yukari Omori & Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori 

vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 

“The Jumping Bomb Angels” 

@ Masked You & Kaoru “Dump” 

Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 

Chigusa Nagayo—'‘The Crush Girls” 

@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 


7 = + @ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. “Devil” 
Special Magazine Offer: Masami oh ae 
In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, \ 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 


the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
handling). Witness all the 
excitement and thrills of Japanese 
women’s wrestling—in your own 


Make check or money order payable and send to. 


makes up for it. We're convinced you'll be For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 


r 
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| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 PLEASE RUSH ME: I 
SPECIAL NOTE: These tapes, distributed by l C) Slant-Eyed Slaughter I 
Powersports Video in association with American] |_| am enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage Riot Of The RisingSun | 
Video, are being sold exclusively fora limited || and handling) for each tape | am ordering. (SORRY —VHS orders only) | 
time only in the United States by T.V. Sports. l | 
Both tapes include English play-by-play Name: 
commentary recorded alongside the original | I 
Japanese commentary and crowd noise. While | Address: l 
the English commentary is poor, the action level l ; ‘ | 
and match quality of these bouts more than | City: State: Zip: | 

l | 


ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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completely satisfied by these programs. 
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GO WITH THE LEADER! 


——|.A 


BECOME A SUBSCRIBER! 

Since 1979, the undeniable leader in wrestling journalism has been 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Subscribe now and never miss an issue of the 
sport’s most respected magazine. Wrestling is the only sport with non-stop 
action the whole year round, and nobody covers the action better than 
PWi. 


12 BIGISSUES A YEAR 

PWfs award-winning staff is always on the scene where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of the sport available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers through the dramatic peak-action 
photographs to the magnificent full-color pinup, PWI brings wrestling from 
the arena into your home. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP 

Each issue of PWi contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR PINUP of one of 
wrestling’s greatest superstars, plus an in-depth career biography of that 
wrestler. They are worth the price of a subscription by themselves! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY 

A year’s subscription to PWI—12 big issues—is only $22. And that 
includes the higher-priced special magazines such as the color-packed 
“SuperCards” issue and the sensational year-end awards issue. It’s an 
unbeatable deal! You save over $5 off the newsstand price, and you have 
every issue delivered directly to your door in a protective manila envelope. 
Don’t delay—subscribe today! 


Sendo: POxaa NM | Renewal 19 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00! 


Yes, I’m ready for all the action and excitement of wrestling’s greatest magazine! Please enter my subscription 
for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 


NAME 


ADDRESS APT. 


(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries $27.00.) 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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Januai 
Race. 
Dillon, Sawyer. 
February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling II, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 
July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 
August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack, Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel, Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham. Rotundo. 
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BACK ISSUES 0 xx 


([stline 


ILLUSTRATED 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 
August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 
January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund, 
February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs, Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk, 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 
June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 
July 1983/COLOR PINUP; Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling Il. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 
November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 
1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 


ick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
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Ellering. 


Flair, Rhodes. 


Von Erich, T.A. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 


April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 


June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Bar! 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, 


Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash, Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 

April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 


January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors, Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik, 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 


June 1988/COLOR PINUP; Tully Blan- 


Wind- 
jogan, 


July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 


yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Fiair. 
fendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 
June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 
July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 
August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 


MAY 1987 


May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 


bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 


gan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 


teebirds, Hall, 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 


August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 


Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 


October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 


November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 


George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 


Harts, Hogan, Windham. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting, 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
Von, Beefcake-Bass. 

April 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Stein- 
er. Savage, Dangerously, Muraco, 
Turner, Powers. 


May 1989/COLOR PINUP: Missy Hyatt. 
Hogan, Ultimate, Kerry, Luger, Steam- 
boat, 10 stars in limbo. 


T.V. SPORTS 
PWI/Nov 1987 Box 48 
PWi/Jan 1988 rf % 
* pwireb sea ~| Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
> PWV/April 1988 - : . 
( PWUMay 1988 Please send me the back issues I've checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
(> PWi/June 1988 
© PWiiduly 1988 Number of Magazines Ordered: Amount Enclosed: $ U.S.FUNDS ONLY 
By pwvOcrios | Incase of a selout, indicate substitute issue: PRINT YOUR NAME AND 
(© PWUNov 1988 ADDRESS CLEARLY 
PWi/Dec 1988 
> PWi/Jan 1989 Name — 
~ PWI/Feb 1989 
PWI/April 1989 
PWI/May 1989 Address Apt. —= 
City = 
State Zip 


For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar tor every back issue ordered for 
boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue sent by ait mail. 
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BILL APTER: We welcome to 
“Crossfire” this month a freshly con- 
ditioned and newly muscled Kendall 
Windham. You must have put on 15 
pounds since the last time I saw you. 
KENDALL WINDHAM: I owe it to 
my brother. Barry’s put me on a 
new training program, weights, 
Nautilus, the whole routine. I’m in 
the best shape of my life—physical- 
ly and mentally. 

EDDIE ELLNER: I thought you 
gained the weight hanging around 
Dusty Rhodes and his dopey kid. In 
the Rhodes household, weight gain 
is like measles—highly contagious. 
KW: You must be Ellner, the come- 
dian, the writer who challenges 
wrestlers from the comfort of his of- 
fice. Care to step outside, sewer 
mouth? 

EE: I will if you can answer one 
question for me. 

KW: Shoot. 

EE: Is the floor under Dusty Rhodes’ 
bed really reenforced with steel 
headers? 

KW: Funny guy. A real laugh riot. 
BA: Pay no attention to him. He's a 
bitter man. He’s been spending too 
much time in bars with Matt Brock. 
Since you aligned with Barry, you’ve 
enjoyed tremendous success. How- 
ever, there was a time when you 
seriously considered _ wrestling 
against your brother. What changed 
your mind? 

KW: I don’t know if I ever really 
considered it. 

EE: How come? I would have paid a 
king's ransom to watch you two slap 
away at each other. 

KW: Hasn’t anyone ever slapped 
him, Bill? 

BA: His mother, repeatedly, which 
explains a lot of things. So are you 
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CROSSFIRE 
KENDALL WINDHAM 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 
or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 
The unedited transcript follows 


r * 
Kendall Windham’s attitude has completely 
changed since he started teaming with his 
brother, Barry. 


saying when you squared off against 


Barry you had no intention of going 
through with it? 

KW: Hey, every kid imagines one 
day beating up his older brother. 
But as soon as I caught his eye 
across the ring I knew what had to 
be done. 

EE: You mean you looked across at 
your pathetic brother and decided 
you had no choice but to sneak-at- 
tack your partner like a creepy 
insect? 

KW: One more crack out of you and 
I’m gonna... 

BA: He’s not worth the bullet to 
shoot, Kendall. Forget it. 

EE: Imagine! Billy Apter to my res- 
cue. You must need another favor, 
Bill. And I'll tell you night now, I’m 
not babysitting while you and the 
wife shop for Easter toupees. 

BA: Your father [Blackjack Mulligan] 
must be pleased as punch to see his 
boys suddenly become one of the 
hottest tag teams in the world. 

KW: (Laughs) That ol’ bag a wind? 
Heck, he’s from the old school. 


EE: What school is that? The one of 
integrity and passion? Of skills, not 
thrills? Of tough, not talk? That's one 
school you'll never gain admittance 
to. 
KW: I’ve had it. (Windham moves 
threatingly toward Ellner, decides 
against it, and begins to leave the 
interview room.) I have better 
things to do than listen to this jive. 
EE: Okay, Windham, let's get down 
to it. The reason I never cared much 
for you or your brother is a matter of 
weather. Your brother floats with the 
fair winds: fan favorite at noon, rule- 
breaker by nightfall, whichever per- 
sonality suits him for the moment. 
And you, my anorexic friend, appear 
to require nothing stronger than a 
stiff wind to knock you down. Okay, 
so you gained some muscle, you 
look pretty good night now, this 
much I'll give you some credit for. 
The Ethiopian famine jokes no longer 
apply. And I'll go one further: 
There’ve been occasions when you 
and Barry do shine in the ring. But for 
the life of me, I cannot fathom your 
philosophic inconsistencies. The 
Windhams have no ideology. The 
Windhams have no loyalty. And this 
is why I condemn you. Do you see 
my point? 
KW: Do you have a question, Bill? 
BA: Unfortunately, Ellner raises some 
valid questions. The fans are never 
quite sure which set of Windhams 
will show up: scientific lions or rule- 
breaking beasts. The fans need to 
know if you’re with them or against 
them. 
EE: In other words, is the muscle for 
real, Kendall, or are you just using 
mirrors? 
KW: You two really make me 
(Continued on page 58) 


“The only lesson worth 


learning from my father is 
that there are no rules in 
this sport. . . You go by 
the book in this sport and 
"you get knifed.’’ 
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UBLE FEATURE 


Fi yeostng 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

© Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at “Starrcade '83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@All this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash”—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
ting excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At ‘‘The Great American Bash”: 

@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
@Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Arm Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

@Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


SSS SS St SSS Ss) === | SS 

| Make check or money order payable and send to: | aie check or money order payable and send to: | 
TV SPORTS TV SPORTS 

| Box 48 LORDS OF THE RING | | | 80x 43 RINGMASTERS | 

| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! ITI ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | 

: Please check which format you want: VHS Beta | Please check which format you want: VHS CO Beta | 
Please rush me ____ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose | Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 

| 1} I 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 

I tape | am ordering. l | handling) for each tape | am ordering. ] 

| Name I I Name I 

I Address l Address 

I city State __ Zip I City State __ Zip 

[= ae eee ee ee a aS ee ae 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 89 invite you to clip this 
page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘‘Scouting Report’’ with those of future 
featured wrestlers 


BAM BAM BIGELOW 


SPEED: Although he weighs 368 pounds, Bigelow moves around ex- 
tremely well for a man of his size. Opponents who haven't wrestled him 
and look at him as a typical slow big man are usually caught off-guard by 
his quickness, which is why his speed is an important part of his reper- 
toire. However, Bigelow cannot really be considered fast when compared 
with the sport's fleetest men. Unless he's prepared to lose a lot of weight, 
Bigelow will continue to be at a disadvantage against most B 

men when speed becomes a factor in a match. ao 


STRENGTH: Ask anyone who's been on the receiving end of 
Bigelow’s famous nuclear splash if Bigelow is strong. You better believe 
he is! Surprisingly, even with his size, Bigelow doesn’t get the credit he 
deserves for his power, probably because he doesn't brag about how 
strong he is. And his strength is natural strength; he doesn’t spend much 
time in the gym. Bigelow could use his power more effectively if he 
executed more headlocks and bearhugs, but those holds 

aren't a big part of his attack, nor do they need to be. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Despite all his leaping ability and 
agility, Bigelow is essentially a brawler. Unlike many of today’s stars, he 
has no amateur experience. In fact, he’s convinced that strict scientific 
wrestling isn't the way to success, There are some maneuvers, like 
suplexes, Bigelow executes well, but he’d probably feel better if wres- 
tling was just one big barroom brawl. If Bigelow was willing to improve 
his technical skills, he’d be more fearsome than he already B 

is. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: This is another area where Bigelow’s 
unwillingness to spend time in the gym hurts him. Most of his weight is 
fat, not muscle, but he prefers to carry the weight and feel strong rather 
than drop a few pounds. This adversely affects his stamina; like most big 
men, Bigelow is easily winded in a long match. He'd be able to execute 
his high-flying maneuvers more effectively later in a match if he was in 
better shape. Conditioning isn’t a major concem today, but Cc 

lack of it could have long-term implications for his career. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Sir Oliver Humperdink, Bigelow’s man- 
ager, equips his man with a solid game plan, but that's only the start. 
When Bigelow finds himself in trouble during the course of a match, he 
relies on his own innate smarts to escape from trouble. He knows when 
to be aggressive and when to back off, and that’s something that can't be 
taught. Bigelow compliments that natural intelligence with a vast knowl- 
edge of the strengths and weaknesses of all his opponents, and there 
have been many: He has wrestled in several areas, including B 
Japan, though he’s only been in the sport for a few years. + 


OVERALL GRADE: The picture of Bigelow is of a man who has 
been blessed with a lot of ability and subsequently hasn’t had to work 
very hard to get where he is. This has made him somewhat lazy and 
unfocused. With all his talent, he has yet to win a major title, though many 
experts predicted greatness from the moment he entered the sport. How- 
ever, Bigelow is still quite young, and he has a lot of time to improve. A 
recent move to Florida may be just what he needs to recharge his 
batteries and get back on the road to a world B 
championship. 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


BLUE 
BLAZER 


a 


Without Mil Mascaras, there might never have been 
The Blue Blazer. 

That may be a dramatic statement, but Mascaras has, 
throughout his career, had a tremendous influence on the 
sport. He was one of the first true high-flyers, an acrobat- 
ic wrestler who believed a bearhug or a suplex wasn’t 
the only way to win a match. Maneuvers like top-rope 
bodypresses and flying headscissors were—and still 
are—a regular part of the Mascaras repertoire that has 
thrilled fans for more than two decades. 

Despite rumors to the contrary, Mascaras is still active, 
wrestling mainly in his native Mexico, where he is the 
IWA champion. Time may have slowed down the 25-year 
veteran, but he remains a highly skilled and popular 
athlete. His style continues to be emulated by hundreds 
of aspiring young grapplers. 

Just a few years ago, one of those youngsters was The 
Blue Blazer. No one quite knows where he’s from, but it 
is almost certain that the Blazer watched Mascaras’ 
matches with a keen eye while he was growing up. 
Blazer made an immediate impact upon his arrival in the 
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vs. 


MIL 
MASCARAS 


WWF last year. “He was like a younger, stronger Mas- 
caras with twice the moves,” was the common consen- 
sus. The public stood up and took notice right away. 

After a few months of dominance over all opposition, 
the Blazer had his first major setback when he suffered a 
groin injury during the November 24, 1988, Survivor Se- 
nies. Rather than allowing himself the necessary time to 
recover fully, Blazer came back within weeks. The deci- 
sion was courageous, but harmful: He suffered significant 
losses to Terry Taylor, Curt Hennig, and Akeem—all 
tough opponents, but all men a healthy Blue Blazer was 
capable of beating. 

The Blazer is expected to be able to regain his old 
form and mount a serious challenge to the WWF World 
and Intercontinental titles. But perhaps a greater chal- 
lenge would be to face the old master himself: Mil 
Mascaras. 

Such an intriguing matchup brings to mind the age-old 
question: Which is better, youth or experience? We 
commissioned four experts to tackle the question. Their 
answers provide for fascinating reading. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


DICK KROLL 

This kind of a match would be a nightmare 
to referee. They both would move around so 
fast that it'd be really hard to keep an eye on 
everything. But still, I'd love to ref a match 
like this exactly because it would be such a 
challenge. 

At least I wouldn’t have to worry about 
either man using a foreign object. They're 
both honorable men and they know they're 
good enough not to have to cheat. I've refer- 
eed matches involving both men, and they've 

aeronaaed that quality to me. It's funny, because most masked men 
are—and have been—rulebreakers, but not these two. They appreciate 
the finer points of the sport. 

As far as the match goes, it would be technical wrestling at its finest. 
IfI weren't the referee, I’d even pay to see it. It would be like a chess 
game. They'd be tying to outsmart each other at every tum. It would 
be a psychological matchup as much as it would be a physical one. 
That is much more exciting than watching two brawlers tying to rip 
each other's lungs out. 

Staying out of the way is a problem. I'd have to be especially careful 
Not to bump into one—or both—of them. I wouldn't want to be respon- 
sible for upsetting the flow of the action. The proper way to watch 
what's going on is to stand as far away as possible while still keeping a 
sharp eye on things. 

I predict the match would go about 20 minutes and the winner 
would be Mascaras. His experience and knowledge would make the 
difference. He may be getting old, but he can never be underestimat- 
ed. Maybe if this match took place five years from now, Blazer would 
have the edge, but right now I would go with Mascaras all the way. 

Dick Kroll is a referee for the WWF, NWA, AWA, and independent 
organizations in the northeast. 


IVAN KOLOFF 

Many times I have wrestled Mil Mascaras, 
and when the match was over, I wondered 
why I ever signed the contract. He flies 
around the ring easily, I suppose, for him, but 
it is not a style I understand or appreciate 
very much. Back then, I didn’t think he came 
to mix it up. However, it is effective. Look at 
) the record: Mascaras has held many champi- 
 onships around the world. 

Now the Blazer. I have never fought him, 

. * but from what I have heard and seen he is 
very smart and very quick, much like Mascaras. It also appears that he 
is more than 20 years younger than Mil, so he must have a strength 
advantage. I'm told he has many impressive wins under his belt. That 
makes sense, for 2 man who uses these high-flying maneuvers is very 
dangerous indeed. Most wrestlers are unable to mount a defense 
against such tactics. 

Here is how I see the match going. Both men will come out slowly, 
for they are both intelligent and do not want to be the first to make an 
error. Then, being young and eager, Blazer will make the first move, 
probably trying for a single-leg takedown. Mil will quickly retaliate with 
a countermove, then the action will begin in eamest. 

The match would last more than 20 minutes, as both men have great 
stamina and the ability to escape and avoid their opponents’ grasp. 
Somewhere around the 30-minute mark, Mil would execute a maneuver 
I don't even have a name for, because it would probably be something 
new he invented right before the match. This would catch Blazer totally 
by surprise, and he would be pinned by Mascaras. Believe me, Mil is 
quite capable of winning in this way. He may be getting older, but he 
is also getting smarter. 

Ivan Koloff, a former WWF World champion currently wrestling in 
the NWA, had a classic series with Mascaras in the mid-1970s. 


MANDO GUERRERO 
This is what I like: men who really know 
how to wrestle. Growing up in Mexico, I was 
very familiar with Mascaras. He could do it 
all. He is a master of every hold known to 
man. I will always have a great deal of re- 
spect for him because of what he has done 
for the sport. 
The Blazer is like a younger version of 
Mascaras. Even though Blazer recently suf- 
- fered a serious groin injury, he is still a dan- 
gerous man. If the Mascaras of 20 years ago 
witestiod the Blazer of today, it would be a competitive match. But I will 
have to be truthful and say I think the Mascaras of today would lose to 
the Blazer for a number of reasons. 

Blazer has an advantage in speed, and that is important. When you 
execute the kinds of maneuvers these men do, you have to do it quick, 
before the other man has time to react. Mascaras still has some speed, 
but not enough to beat Blazer in that regard. 

Strength is another department in which Blazer would win out, simply 
because he is so much younger than Mascaras. More power behind 
his suplexes and dropkicks would be bad news for Mil, who cannot 
absorb the punishment as well as he used to. After just a few minutes 
of this, Mascaras would be forced to slow down his attack, which 
would hurt him because that is not his style. 

Then Blazer would be ready to dominate. He would pounce on 
Mascaras from all directions. Even a high-flyer like Mascaras would find 
himself in trouble. Blazer would keep this up until he was sure he 
could pin Mascaras. The whole thing would not take longer than 10 
minutes. It hurts me to say these things, because of the admiration I 
have for Mascaras, but Blazer is truly sensational. 

Mando Guerrero wrestles in the AWA along with his brothers 
Hector and Chavo. 


KEN PATERA 
I've wrestled Mil many times. He’s good; 
damn good. The Mexicans regard him as a 
hero, and rightfully so. He was doing his 
thing in that ring long before a lot of these 
kids in the sport today were born. So you 
know that when you step in there with him, 
he’s going to be fully prepared. 
~ The Blazer is what they call in baseball a 
“phenom.” The kid is sensational. I’ve never 
fought him, but I'm always impressed by 

. what I've seen of him. In addition to all those 
great moves, he’s quick as a cat. When the Blazer starts his feet 
moving, his opponent is that much closer to losing. 

They'd have to hold this match in a huge building because the 
interest would be so great. When two great high-flyers square off, the 
question is: Will they neutralize each other? That could very well 
happen with these two. Mil is the crafty veteran, but Blazer is experi- 
enced way beyond his years. 

The first five or 10 minutes would be a feeling-out period, where 
each man would try basic moves, not going with their best stuff until 
later. As the match progressed, you'd see their real talents come out. 
Some people will say that because Mil’s been around longer, he knows 
More moves, but I disagree. Blazer can match him hold-for-hold. I’m 
convinced. 

The contest will come down to strength, and that is where I feel 
Blazer has the edge. Mil’s lost a lot of his power; Blazer is young and 
strong, and you shouldn't let his agility mask the fact that he’s very 
capable of overpowering a man. He'll use a power move, not an 
acrobatic one, to defeat Mascaras. That would be a surprise, wouldn't 
it? 

Ken Patera currently wrestles in the AWA, where he once held the 
World tag team title with Crusher Blackwell. 
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collectors’ edition 


A VON ERICH EXTRAVAGANZA! 


1 : THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDEis an up-close and personal look 
The Von Ench | : at the Von Erich legend culled from the extensive video library of World Class 


f amily has long Championship Wrestling and featuring at-home interviews with Kerry, Kevin, 
been k wn Mike, and Fritz. This program will be a valuable addition to your videotape col- 
va . We a 2 lection. (Sorry, VHS format only is available in this special offer.) Included in this 
The First Family sensational 70-minute tape: 
Of Professional Seite ale en Fritz Von Erich no-disqualification retirement match 


Wrestling.”’ Now, 
a deluxe-quality 
videotape and 


© The complete March 4, 1983, Kevin Von Erich-Terry Gordy match in which 
Kevin won the World Class American belt! 

© Highlights of David Von Erich battling Jim Garvin, Kamala, and Harley 
Race. 

© The entire May 6, 1984, bout in which Kerry Von Erich captured the NWA 
h ame World title from Ric Flair at Texas Stadium in front of 43,518 fans. 

ardcover book © Highlights of Mike Von Erich’s November 24, 1983, debut match against 
bning all th } - Gen. Skandor Akbar, and a battle against John Tatum. 

g © exciteme nt, * @ Rare footage of Chris Von Erich; Fritz vs. Joe Blanchard; David spanking Sunshine; six- 

drama, tragedy, and tri- : manaction featuring Mike, Lance, & Kevin, and David, Kevin, and Kerry; and Mike's hospital- 


umph of the Von Enchs ization from toxic shock syndrome. 


into your home! ; Fu hie he Resey conte hele Ne leghs Mews, wok a MalS SM amiS, Yale's Seat d+ abfe~ bp Sey aha Ley alesis go 
+ THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUMis a magnificent 


history of the entire Von Erich family in words and pictures. _ ay, mH 
"Subtitled “Tragedies And Triumphs Of America’s First Fam \ ()\ [ iH I( | N 
YU 
j 


ily Of Wrestling,” the book chronicles Fritz, Doris, Kevin, 
+ David, Kerry, Mike, and Chris—plus rare photos of Jack—in 
You might expe’ * over 100 black-and-white photographs and 32 pages of daz- 


$59.95 or $69.95 fo * dling color photography. Many of these photos are from the 


c Von Erich personal family scrapbooks (including many 
ofthis qu i ook. 3 baby photos and school portraits) and have neverbeen 
published anywhere—until now! This beautifully designed 

hardcover volume measures 82x11] and is 128 pages in 
length. You'll be proud to add this to your personal library. 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
CIAL TV SPORTS | a 
SP a0 eive b BOX 48 1 eee 


money and rec 
ite tape for the bargam ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


PLEASE RUSH ME: 

Ci THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE videotape (VHS orders only) 
( THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUM hardcover book 

(1 MONEY-SAVING SUPERFAN PACKAGE!—one each: videotape and book 


Tam enclosing: 

© $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling) for each Front Row Ringside tape Iam ordering. 
© $15.95 ($13.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling) for each A Family Album book I am ordering. 

© $44.95 ($39.95 plus $5.00 postage and handling) for each Superfan Package 1am ordering. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


CITY: STATE: ZIP: 3 


Forall orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape or book ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape or book ordered for air- 
mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please be sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 


FAM A LeBL UCM 


SCOREBOARD 


THE BRITISH BULLDOGS vs. THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 


Davey Boy Smith presses Rick Morton (left); Dynamite Kid chinlocks Robert Gibson (right) 


It was the type of match fans 
dream about, and the kind that hap- 
pens all too rarely. Four-time former 
NWA World tag team champions 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, Robert 
Gibson and Rick Morton, wrestled 
the former WWF World tag team 
champions, Davey Boy Smith and 
The Dynamite Kid, better known as 
he British Bulldogs. These teams 
have established themselves as two 
of the quickest, most athletic teams 
of the decade—but it was the first 
time they ever faced each other in 
the ring. 

The match was part of the “Inter- 
national Bash,” an all-star card held 
at Memorial Hall in Kansas City, 
Kansas. There were several memo- 
rable bouts on the card: Genichiro 
Tenryu beat Bill Irwin, Tiger Mask 
beat Tommy Sharpe, Dory & Terry 
Funk beat Doug Somers & Gary 
Young, Aiko Sato beat Curtis 
Hughes, Rick McCord beat Bobby 
Jaggers, WWA champion Mike 
George beat Steve Ray, and Jumbo 
Tsuruta & Yoshiaki Yatsu won the 
PWF Intemational tag team belts 
from Terry Gordy & Stan Hansen. 
But, from the response of the 
crowd, the match the fans most 


wanted to see was this one be- 
tween two of wrestling’s greatest 
teams. 

“There’s no way we'll allow them 
to gain a victory over us,” said a 
confident Smith before the bout. “If 
this match happened two years 
ago, it would have been title vs. 
title. We can’t change history, but 
we can try to make up for it by 
defeating Gibson and Morton 
tonight.” 

“Hey, we’ve got enough prob- 
lems dodging all those breakup r- 
mors,” said a defensive Morton, 
who has shocked fans and experts 
alike by wrestling as a rulebreaker 
in the CWA in recent weeks. 
“We've gotta prove the ol’ Rn’ R 
magic is still alive. What better way 
than a convincing victory over such 
a highly respected team like The 
British Bulldogs?” 

The importance of this match was 
magnified by the fact that former 
NWA World champion Pat O’Con- 
nor was assigned as the special ref- 
eree. Everyone in the arena expect- 
ed a thrilling aerial display by both 
teams. All four wrestlers, however, 
seemed cautious about locking up 
with each other once the opening 


bell rang. After about eight minutes 
of slow-paced, cautious maneuvers, 
Morton surprised Smith by deliver- 
ing a closed-fist punch to the head. 
After the slow buildup, the punch 
was like a signal for the action to 
begin in eamest. 

The Bulldogs took the advantage, 
overpowering Morton and Gibson 
with a variety of slams and 
suplexes. When the action spilled 
out of the ring, Smith bodypressed 
Morton, then shocked the fans by 
hurling him over the ropes and 
back into the ring. Morton, badly 
hurt, finally made his way to his 
comer to tag Gibson, who then 
managed to tum the tide with a 
series of dropkicks. 

All four men were battling in the 
ring when the final bell sounded, 
signaling a 30-minute draw. It was a 
match that neither team would soon 
forget. 

“This is the way fine team wres- 
tling is supposed to be,” said refer- 
ee O’Connor. “It wasn’t the high- 
flying match we all expected, but it 
was rough, tough, and generally 
clean, the way I like to see a 
match. I hope I’m there if these 


guys ever wrestle again. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Valentine elbowsmashes Ultimate Warrior 


The competition for Ric Flair’s 
NWA World title never seems to 
subside. On this occasion, the vet- 
eran faced Rick Steiner, perhaps 
the sport’s fastest-rising young star. 
Notably, he did so without the aid 
of his former manager, J.J. Dillon; 
Flair fired Dillon following the inci- 
dent on national television where 
he was pinned by Rick Steamboat 
in a tag team match pitting Flair and 
Barry Windham against Steamboat 
and Eddie Gilbert. 

Steiner got off to a quick start, 
catching Flair with three jarring 
suplexes. Flair showed why he is 
acknowledged as a tactical master 
by coming up with surprise maneu- 
vers on several occasions when it 
looked like he was about to be de- 
feated. And whenever Steiner 
attemped to pin the champion, Flair 
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Flair armlocks Steiner 


GREG VALENTINE vs. THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


The Ultimate Warrior has had lit- 
tle trouble defeating most contend- 
ers to his Intercontinental title, in- 
cluding King Haku, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Akeem. It would 
take a former I-C champion, Greg 
“The Hammer” Valentine, to give 
the 280-pound muscleman the 
toughest match of his six-month 
championship reign. 

The veteran Valentine used his 
wiles to avoid the Warrior's power, 
taking him off his feet in several 
attempts to deliver his figure-four 
leglock. The strength in Warrior's 
massive legs enabled him to kick 
out of each attempt, however, tak- 
ing Valentine’s favorite maneuver 
away from him and shifting the stra- 
tegic momentum of the match in his 
own favor. 

Frustrated, Valentine removed 
the hard plastic shinguard from his 
left leg and attempted to hit his foe 
with it. Warrior grabbed the 
shinguard and crashed it over Val- 
entine’s head, but not before refer- 
ee Joey Marella disqualified Valen- 


tine for attempting to use this 
dangerous foreign object. 


IR vs. RICK STEINER 


would drape an arm or a leg over 
the ropes and force the referee to 
break the hold. 

It would be Flair’s shortcut meth- 
ods that would lead to an unde- 
served victory over his young chal- 
lenger. The champion ended up 
with a pinfall win, but he got illegal 
leverage by putting his feet on the 
second rope. Steiner refused to be 
discouraged after the loss. 

“Hey, he cheated!” complained 
Steiner after the match. “That’s no 
way for a world champion to act. 
Next time, I'll have to get more ad- 
vice before facing him. Me ’n’ Alex, 
and maybe even Spike, we'll all 
come up with a game plan that 
even Flair won't be able to figure 
out. Then, we'll be the new 
champ—uh, I'll be the champ. 
Won't I?” 


__| 


elena) 


SCOTT HALL vs. 
THE TERMINATOR 


al 


Hall leglocks The Terminator 


It was only weeks before this 
bout that Scott Hall was teaming 
with The Terminator and Johnny 
Ace’ in the Florida Championship 
Wrestling area. In a petty dispute, 
Terminator and Ace ganged up on 
Hall during a televised match. Now 
Hall is vowing revenge on his for- 
mer mates. 

“I never should have broken the 
tules,” Hall laments now. “The only 
thing it was good for was sinking to 
the level of those creeps. Now, my 
only goal is to wipe Terminator and 
Ace off the wrestling map for 
good.” 

This match gave Hall an opportu- 
nity to meet the massive Terminator 
in a singles bout. Hall dominated 
early, showing Florida fans why 
great things have been predicted 
for him for the past few years. 
When Hall delivered a spinecnish- 
er to Terminator and covered him 
for the pin, Hall was attacked by 
Ace. The devious pair battered Hall 
until Steve Keim and Mike Graham 
ran into the ring to help Hall clean 
house. 

“These kinds of tactics won't last 
long,” warmed Hall. “I’ve got an old 
friend named Dusty Rhodes here 
now, and together we’re gonna get 
rid of some garbage here in Floni- 
da. I won't rest until I make it 
happen.” 


SCOREBOARD 


In the NWA, one of the most an- 
ticipated matches of the year is the 
annual Bunkhouse Stampede. As in 
past years, this unique match was 
held in several cities across the 
country. This anything-goes battle 
royal highlights some of the most 
formidable competitors in the sport 
attempting to eliminate each other 
to collect a $50,000 prize. 

Until Abdullah the Butcher was 
entered into Atlanta Stampede, that 
is. Instead of eliminating his oppo- 
nents, Abdullah instead concentrat- 
ed on maiming them. Bobby Eaton, 
half of The Midnight Express, fell 


Abdullah the Butcher punishes Bobby Eaton 


ATLANTA BUNKHOUSE STAMPEDE 


victim to Abdullah’s unique brand 
of savagery throughout this brutal 
match. The Sudanese madman 
eliminated—and bloodied—several 
men en route to winning the first 
Bunkhouse Stampede of his career. 

After the match, promoters pre- 
sented the $50,000 check to Abdul- 
lah’s manager, Gary Hart, in the 
dressing room following the bout. 
Abdullah grabbed the check from 
his startled manager. 

“Abby, please don’t do it!” Hart 
pleaded, but the Butcher put the 
check into his mouth and ate it. 

Spoils for a hard-fought victory? 0 


a 
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INTERVIEW 89 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 


Go ahead. Ask Larry Zbyszko about his career. But don’t say we didn’t warn you. You're likely to get a 
lengthy lecture on how his ‘‘14 glorious years” have changed the sport as we know it. He’ll also be the first to 
tell you that he is wrestling’s only “Living Legend.” 

It has been an impressive career, but his qualifications as a “‘legend”’ are questionable at best. He made a 
splashy debut; he was the first man trained by wrestling’s true living legend, Bruno Sammartino. Wrestling in 
a style closely resembling that of his mentor, the Pittsburgh native captured 1974 Rookie of the Year honors, 

amassing a fine record against many of the WWF's most brutal rulebreakers. 

Four years later, Zbyszko teamed with Tony Garea to capture the WWF World tag team title from The Yu- 
kon Lumberjacks. It was his first major title, but it did little to quell his ambition. He wanted more than to be the 
man known around the world as ‘‘Bruno’s protege.’’ He was anxious to prove his worth as a championship- 
caliber singles star in his own right. 

In 1980, Zbyszko shocked the wrestling world by demanding that Sammartino wrestle him on national tele- 
vision. No one could foresee that this match would turn out to be one of the biggest bloodbaths in history. 
Zbyszko hit Sammartino over the head with a chair three times, sending the former champion out of the ring 
on a stretcher. Zbyszko's reasoning? He wanted to be out of Sammartino’s shadow once and for all. He won 
the 1980 Pro Wrestling Illustrated Most Hated Wrestler of the Year award. Any resemblance between him 
and the man who was once the Rookie of the Year was purely coincidental. 

After months of feuding with Sammartino, Zbyszko left the WWF. Everywhere he went, controversy fol- 
lowed. He once tried to buy the National title from Tim Brooks for $25,000. He knocked out Nick Bockwinkel 
with a pair of nunchaku sticks during his infamous stint in the AWA. On August 1, 1987, he teamed with Curt 

Hennig to deliver a spike-piledriver to Bockwinkel, which ended the veteran’s career—and got Zbyszko 

banned from the AWA for life. 

Late in '87, Zbyszko ventured back to the NWA, where he captured the Western States Heritage title from 
Barry Windham on January 24, 1988. He believed his status as champion would be enough to gain title 
matches against NWA World champion Ric Flair, but he never got a single one. He still longed to be a world 
champion. 

Zbyszko has finally realized his dream. On February 7 in St. Paul, Minnesota, Zbyszko won an 18-man bat- 
tle royal to win the vacant AWA World title. No one is going to be able to convince him he is not a “‘Living Leg- 
end” now, especially not Wrestling 89 Senior Editor Bill Apter, who was in St. Paul to cover the title match. 

“Same old Larry,” reported Apter. “This is one man who’s not afraid to talk. Even though | don’t agree with 

his opinions, he is the new AWA World champion and deserves to be heard.” 


WRESTLING 89: Well, you must be 
a happy man now, Larry. You’ve 
finally got the world title you’ve al- 
ways dreamed of. Actually, I’m a 
little surprised just to see you back 
in the AWA to begin with, let alone 
as the champion. 

ZBYSZKO: For once in your life 
you make a reasonable point, 
spudhead. It took months of legal 
negotiations for me to get back here 
because that fossil of an AWA presi- 
dent, Stanley Blackburn, tried to 
suspend me for life after | put out 
Bockwinkel a couple of years ago. 
You'd think that ridding wrestling of 
a relic like Bockwinkel would’ve 
been something they would have 
thanked me for. But that's all yester- 


day's news. Finally, after 14 glorious 
years of dominating the sport, | now 
take my rightful place as champion. 
WRESTLING 89: The suspension 
wasn’t really what | was_ talking 
about, though. | was referring to the 
Western States title you abandoned 
in the NWA. 

ZBYSZKO: Bill, do me a favor, will 
ya? Tell Ted Turner, or Jim Crock- 
ett, or whoever’s running the NWA 
this week, that he can take the 
Western States belt and shove it, as 
far as I’m concerned. Nobody beat 
me for that title. | just left it behind 
when | returned to the AWA. For 
more than a year, | beat everybody 
they put in front of me, but | never 
got even one World title shot 


against Ric Flair for my efforts. 
When Blackburn suspended Jerry 
Lawler and announced that they 
would have a battle royal to deter- 
mine a new champion, | knew the 
AWA title was as good as mine. 
WRESTLING 89: A lot of people 
don’t believe that a battle royal is a 
proper way to determine a world 
champion, though. There’s a lot of 
luck involved. Fans and critics say 
you were simply in the right place at 
the right time. 

ZBYSZKO: You know, folks, after 
his two decades as a reporter, pho- 
tographer, and professional shill, 
you would figure that Apter knows 
something about wrestling, wouldn’t 
you? Get a life, Bill. You saw the 
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battle royal, and you should know 
that luck had nothing to do with it. 
For almost 10 minutes at the end of 
that match, it was just me and Tom 
Zenk in that ring, both of us going 
at top speed for the World title. Not 
only did | have to beat Zenk, but | 
had to weed my way through 16 
other animals that | laughingly refer 
to as wrestlers. 

WRESTLING 89: Maybe so, but 
why did you refuse to get involved 
in the action during the early part of 
the match? 

ZBYSZKO: Strategy, you idiot. | re- 
member back in the spring of 1980, 
when | won my first battle royal at 
Madison Square Garden. It was 
right after | had turned against 
Bruno what’s his name ... 
WRESTLING 89: Sammartino. The 
name’s Sammartino. 

ZBYSZKO: Whatever. Anyway, 
even back then, the first thing | real- 
ized was that in every battle royal, 
the guys who hated each other al- 
ways went after each other right as 
the opening bell rang. That is no 
way to win this kind of bout. So 
when Manny Fernandez went after 


Larry Zbyszko executes a backbreaker on Tom 
Zenk on his way to winning the AWA World title 
battle royal in St. Paul, Minnesota, 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO: 
“ZBYSZKO IS STILL MY BIGGEST SHAME” 


Nine years after Larry Zbyszko turned against him, Bruno Sammartino still 
feels the sting of that fateful moment, the most shocking incident of 1980, and 
perhaps of the entire decade. He still carries the physical scars—and the 
mental ones. 

“Larry asked for a scientific match,” recalled Sammartino, now comfortably 
tetired and living in his hometown of Pittsburgh. “He said that he wanted to 

prove his worth as a great singles wrestler.” 
Predictably, the match began as a strictly scientific 
affair, but Zbyszko became angered as Sammartino 
continually released his holds. After Zbyszko slipped out 
of the ring by accident, Sammartino held the ropes 
open so his friend could gain easy access back in. 
Zbyszko responded by attacking his mentor, eventually 
slamming him in the head three times with a wooden 


chair. Sammartino lost a great deal of blood, and was 
4 carried from the ring on a stretcher. The feud lasted 


Sammartino vs. Zbyszko 
them will never die. 

“| really played the fool,” said Sammartino, still very bitter about this part of 
his history. “At first, | thought it might have be me who was at fault, but look at 
all the garbage he’s tried to pull in the years since then. Associating with 
criminals like Gary Hart and Baby Doll only backs up my point. He’s been evil 
since the day he was born, and | helped him get his start in wrestling. He still 
ranks as the biggest shame of my career.” 

The two-time WWF World champion had a warning for the AWA and its 
fans. “‘Zbyszko is the most sadistic man | ever met,” he said. “It’s just a crying 
shame that he’s the AWA champion. He's only going to make a mockery of 
that title. He'll lie to get out of important matches, and he'll use outside 
inteference every time he turns around. Larry is an embarrassment to wres- 
tling, and | feel like I'm responsible. All | can do is apologize.” 

—Bill Apter 


only a few months, but the hatred that exists between 
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fat ol’ Wahoo McDaniel, and the 
cute little Top Guns went after Bad 
Company, and that patriotic pissant 
Sgt. Slaughter attacked Col. 
DeBeers, | decided to wait it out 
and not get involved for a little 
while. It’s another example of my 
cunning ... 

WRESTLING 89: Some _ people 
would call it cowardice, Larry. 
ZBYSZKO: Those people aren't 
world champions, are they? It 
doesn’t matter how many people 
you eliminate in a battle royal. You 
only have to eliminate one—that’s 
the other guy who’s looking straight 
at you when everyone else has 
been tossed out. | got lucky when it 
turned out to be Tom Zenk. 
WRESTLING 89: Lucky? Zenk is 
considered to be one of the top 
young stars in the world! 
ZBYSZKO: If you say so. | used to 
whip his butt regularly the last time | 
was in the AWA. When | saw it was 
just me and him, | knew | would win 
the title. Sure, he gave me a few 
anxious moments, but | outsmarted 
him in the end, just like I’ve out- 
smarted all the other turkeys I’ve 
defeated during my fabulous career. 
WRESTLING 89: The same way 
you “outsmarted” Bruno? 
ZBYSZKO: It’s been nine long 
years since | retired the man, but 
the world still remembers the image 
of me busting Sammartino with that 
chair. I'll tell you what—I called it 
the happiest day of my career back 
then, and it’s. still one of my 
proudest moments. All | heard be- 
fore that point was that | was Bru- 
no’s this, or Bruno’s that, and he 
would just stand there taking credit 
for my accomplishments. Well, even 
when he trained me, he could never 
beat me in practice. So | beat the 
juice right out of him, and | beat 
him in a steel cage match at Shea 
Stadium that summer. 
WRESTLING 89: Wait a second. | 
was in the ballpark that day. Bruno 
won that match. 

ZBYSZKO: Maybe on paper. It 
wasn’t too long after that when the 
old guy retired, wasn’t it? | took all 
the fight out of him. There was 
nothing left after | got through with 
him. 

WRESTLING 89: So you say. An- 
other of your claims is that you’re 
the man who retired Nick Bockwink- 
el. This is a dubious allegation at 
best. 

ZBYSZKO: Like hell it is! August 1, 
1987, Minneapolis, Minnesota, me 


& seni 


Zbyszko fights Zenk in the battle royal that marked the first time a world championship had been decided in such a 
manner. After the win, Zbyszko said he deserved the title of ‘Living Legend” more than ever, but his claim is rejected 


by most people. 


and my buddy, Curt Hennig, did it 
with pride. Look it up, baldy. Me on 
top, Curt on the bottom, a spike- 
piledriver that pushed Nick’s aging 
vertebrae right up through his 
mouth. End of career. Another 
notch on my suitcase. Serves the 
old guy right for accusing me of 
handing Curt a roll of dimes when 
Hennig kicked his butt for the AWA 
title. 

WRESTLING 89: As far as I’m con- 
cerned, you did hand him those 
coins. 

ZBYSZKO: Again, your opinion. 
Anyway, Blackburn decided he’d 
had enough of me, then handed 
down that bogus ‘“‘lifetime’’ suspen- 
sion. It’s been a_ short lifetime, 
hasn’t it? Ha! | put together the best 
team of lawyers | could find when | 
heard that Jerry Lawler was 
stripped of his title. | got reinstated, 
but | will admit it all cost me a bus- 
load of greenbacks. 

WRESTLING 89: So even though 
you were out of the AWA, this 
World title was something you still 
wanted. What are your plans now 
that you’ve won the championship? 
ZBYSZKO: Well, we've had slugs 
like Lawler and Kerry Von Erich 
fighting for this once-great title, so 


it’s time to get real, don’t you think? 
My plans are simple: I'll fight any- 
body who wants to get a shot at this 
belt, and I'll beat everybody. | don’t 
think anything more needs to be 
said. 

WRESTLING 89: | don’t think 
things will be quite that easy for 
you. Zenk has already requested a 
title shot, and Greg Gagne, Wahoo 
McDaniel, and Ken Patera are all 
standing in line, too. Then there’s 
Sgt. Slaughter, who beat you for the 
Americas title back in 1985. 
ZBYSZKO: Old news again, Apter. 
Get with the program, here! If you 
want to talk about years gone by, 
talk to Verne Gagne. He can tell 
you all about when he lost his first 
title back in 1903. | imagine Black- 
burn was president then, too. 
WRESTLING 89: Speaking of 
Gagne, Verne’s held the title nine 
times. Then there’s Bockwinkel, 
Hennig, Rick Martel—so many 
great titleholders in the history of 
the federation. Will you hold the belt 
in the same esteem that these men 
once did? 

ZBYSZKO: Oh, yeah, sure. Like 
that big hero Lawler did when he 
missed his seven title defenses. 
Don’t give me this stuff about ‘“‘hon- 


or’ and “worth.” Let’s talk about 
wins and losses, money in the 
bank, and titles, Apter, the only 
things in life that are worth a damn. 
Let’s talk about going undefeated 
for a year. Let’s talk about how ev- 
ery promoter in this whole stinkin’ 
country doesn’t want Larry Zbyszko 
to get near their “world” champi- 
ons, because they know I'd wipe 
the mat with them. Let’s talk about 
how the AWA tried to keep me out, 
while welcoming talented grapplers 
like Rocky Mountain Thunder and 
Cousin Luke into the federation with 
open arms. Let’s talk about ... 
WRESTLING 89: | think you've 
made your point. 

ZBYSZKO: Not even close, chrome 
dome. You and your magazines 
have had a field day with me for 
years, but look who’s got the last 
laugh now. You can cry and whine 
about how it was a battle royal, how 
Lawler shouldn’t have been stripped 
of the title, or any other excuses 
you journalistic jokes want to come 
up with. The only thing that matters 
is that Larry Zbyszko is the new 
AWA World heavyweight champion. 
| have staked my claim as a true 
living legend. Print that in your lousy 
magazine. 
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MANDY 


Nikita Koloff’s Tale Of 
Love And Tragedy 


By Bob Smith 


For the past five years, 
Nikita Koloff was one of 
the greatest competitors 
in the NWA. Now his 
career has been 
grounded. His wife, 
Mandy, is suffering from 
Hodgkin’s disease, and 
Nikita has left wrestling 
to be by her side. This is 
a story of love and 
devotion in the face of 
overwhelming 
misfortune 
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N THE LOCKER room, Ivan Koloff 
was ready for battle. Dressed in his 
familiar red wrestling tights and draped 
by his trademark chain, he sat and 
waited for his partner to join him. 

Ivan was in a better mood than usual, 
because this wasn’t just any partner he 
was teaming with. This was his nephew, 
Nikita, with whom he had reconciled 
after a two-year cold war. The younger 
Koloff had rescued his uncle from a 
three-on-one attack by Paul Jones and 
his massive Russian Assassins a few 
weeks earlier. Against all odds, the 
Koloffs were reunited once again. 

Thirty minutes before match time, 
Nikita Koloff walked into the locker 
room; he had an uncharacteristically 
serious look on his face. 

“T am sorry, Uncle Ivan,”’ said 
Koloff, tears welling in his eyes. 
Without saying another word, he 
embraced his uncle. Ivan realized this 
was much more than just an apology 
for being tardy. The pair sat, and Nikita 
spoke with his uncle for several minutes. 
Lex Luger, Sting, Dusty Rhodes, and 
others came into the room. After 
exchaging handshakes and hugs with 
each man, Nikita turned and walked 
through the door and out into the cold 
November night. 

It was the last time Nikita Koloff 
would be seen in an NWA arena. 

e 

Without warning, one of the sport’s 

most popular stars has decided to leave 


wrestling. Fans have speculated for 
months about what has happened to the 
Russian giant who took the sport by 
storm five years ago. When Koloff 
disappeared, many assumed it was 
because he decided to wrestle in the 
WWE or the AWA, or because he was 
touring Japan. 

Koloff had a much better reason for 
leaving. 

Love. 

On September 20, 1988, Koloff 
married Mandy Smithson, an 
American, in a colorful ceremony 
aboard a yacht in Florida. After the 
marriage, the couple moved into their 
new home in a suburb of Charlotte, 
North Carolina. At about the same 
time, Koloff opened his new gym, 
“Nikita Koloff’s Fortress Of Fitness,’’ 
in nearby Concord. He continued to be 
a major force in the NWA. He had 
everything a man could hope for. . . 

. . . almost. 

By mid-November, the former U.S., 
NWA TV, and NWA World tag team 
champion was forced to say goodbye to 
the mat sport. At that time, only he and 
his wife knew of the problem they were 
facing. 

For more than a year, Mandy had 
been suffering from Hodgkin’s disease, 
a potentially fatal form of cancer of the 
body’s lymphatic system. 

Hodgkin’s affects the lymph nodes, 
glandular sacs throughout the body that 
(Continued on page 50) 


MEGAPOWERS 


‘They Can Put 
The Pieces Together Again! 
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By Craig Peters 


OR MANY WRESTLING fans, disaster struck on Friday, February 3, 1989. 
For those whose emotions had been tied up with the fate of the Megapowers, 
a prospect long dreaded became a terrible reality. 

When Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage went to war, a nation of fans was torn 
apart, 

The easy comparison is to 1986 and ’87, when Hogan, then the WWF World 
champion, was engaged in a vicious feud with Savage, then the WWF Interconti- 
nental champion. But things have changed too much since then to make the 
comparison valid. In '86 and '87, Elizabeth wasn’t a factor, and there had never 
been the pairing known as the Megapowers. The fans rooted for the ‘‘Hulkster’’ 
and hated the “‘Macho Man.” 

The fact that Savage was at least the second most popular man 

in the WWF throughout 1988 (he was undoubtedly the most 

popular during Hogan's early-’88 sabbatical from the ring) has 
made it that much tougher for the fans to decide who is at fault in 
this situation. In fact, a sampling of letters received by Wrestling 89 
and-our sister publications reveals that many fans have, in fact, 
sided with Savage. 
/ Who can blame them? The line between who’s right and who's 
wrong in this situation is remarkably unclear. There are, in fact, many 
ways to look at what happened on February 3 in Milwaukee: 
@ Hogan deserted Savage and left him at a two-on-one disadvantage 
against the mighty Twin Towers, but he did so to help Elizabeth. 
@Savage should have helped Elizabeth from the very start, but 
professional pride took over: He didn’t want to lose the match to the 
Towers, even by disqualification. 
@ Hogan should have returned to the ring once Elizabeth was in the 
care of medical personnel, but he was so overcome with grief, he 
couldn’t return to wrestle until he knew she was okay. 
@ Savage should have thanked Hogan for helping Elizabeth, but events 
over the past few months ‘and Hogan’s statements about his desire to 
regain the WWF World title made the ‘‘Macho Man’’ rightfully suspicious 
of his Megapowers partner. 

Indeed, there’s a thin line between right and wrong, but who's right and 
who's wrong doesn't matter now. The Megapowers are history. At press 
time, Hogan and Savage were preparing for a monumental brawl at 
WrestleMania V. 

Forgotten among the prematch hoopla, however, is one startling thought: 
Hogan and Savage can reunite. No rift is permanent. No problem is 
unsolvable. 

Need proof? Just think back 16 years to Shea Stadium in Flushing, New 
York, when Bruno Sammartino battled WWF World champion Pedro Morales 
in what was billed as ‘The Match of the Century.” It gives a good 
indication as to what could happen after ‘‘Match of the Century Il,’’ a.k.a. 
the WrestleMania V main event. 

Like Hogan-Savage '89, Bruno-Pedro '72 came about because of a simple 


announced they had formed a tag team. Sixteen years later, in an age of 
expansive media hype, that tag team might have been called an alliance, and 
it could rightfully have been named the Megapowers. 

After all, Morales—then the champ—and Sammartino—the former 
champ—were undoubtedly the two most powerful and successful men in the 
federation. As was the case with Hogan and Savage, fans begged Morales and 
Sammartino to form a team. They initially resisted, but finally gave in. It was 
to be their downfall. 

One month later, Sammartino and Morales wrestled WWF tag team champions 
Mr. Fuji and Prof. Toru Tanaka at a Pennsylvania television taping. Early in the 
match, Morales dove off the top turnbuckle and mistakenly hit Sammartino. 
Later, the devious Fuji threw salt into Bruno’s eyes. A blinded Sammartino began 
flailing his arms wildly and accidentally struck Morales. When Morales fell to the 
mat, Tanaka threw salt into his eyes. Both men were blinded and began swinging 
at one another, then stood toe-to-toe and exchanged punches. 


The feud was on. (Continued on page 60) 


misunderstanding. Two months earlier, in July 1972, Sammartino and Morales * 


As the Megapowers, Randy Savage and Hulk 
Hogan ready a chop for Ted DiBiase, They 
made an awesome team. 


The rift was sudden 
and now seems 
unmendable. Hulk 
Hogan and Randy 
Savage, no longer the 
Megapowers, are 
involved in an all-out 
war. But there’s a 
chance for them to 
get back together... 
if all the right pieces 
fall into place! 


L = £ —— 

Hogan chokes Savage in a match held three 
years ago. Their feud is more intense today 
than it ever was. - 
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HEN LOS ANGELES Dodgers 
pitcher Orel Hershiser signed a 
three-year, $7.9-million contract back 
in February, a fact that we have long 
known to be true was reaffirmed: 


Successful professional _ athletes 
make a lot of money. Even the least 
successful major-league baseball 


players make a minimum of $68,000; 
the average salary is $485,000. 

A pro athlete’s salary, in fact, has 
become a part of his statistics, as in: 
Hershiser: 23 wins, 8 losses, 2.26 
ERA, $2.6-million a year. Salaries of 
top athletes in every major sport have 
become common knowledge; Sport 
magazine does an annual survey of 
what top athletes are making. 

But what about pro wrestlers who, 
with the exception of Hogan, are nev- 
er included in such surveys? Consid- 
ering the large crowds the sport 
draws, plus its lucrative cable and 
pay-per-view TV contracts, wrestling 
is certainly among the highest-gross- 
ing sports in the world. Its athletes, 
therefore, must be among the high- 
est-paid in the world. 

How high? Who makes what? How 
do they make it? Those were the 
questions we posed to an indepen- 
dent accounting firm. Their findings, 
combined with our own knowledge 
and research, enabled us to approxi- 
mate the net worth of the sport's top 
stars. Capsule summaries of 11 of 
the top figures—and one who doesn’t 
belong among the richest, but is in- 
cluded because of his image—follow. 

One interesting discovery: The best 
way to make money in wrestling isn’t 
necessarily to wrestle. Four of the 12 
men listed are managers. Six are 
wrestlers. The other two—Ted Turner 
and Vince McMahon—control the 
flow of money in the sport. 


Ted Turner. While determining 
Turner's exact value is difficult, get- 
ting an estimate on his net worth 
isn’t. A leading Wall Street security 
analyst put the value of Turner 
Broadcasting System Inc.’s assets at 
$4-billion. Turner, the Chairman of 
the Board and President of TBS, 
holds 51 percent of the stock in the 
company, which owns and operates 
SuperStation TBS, TNT, CNN, CNN 
Radio, Headline News, Turner Pro- 
gram Services, Turner Home Enter- 
tainment, TBS Properties, the Atlanta 
Braves, the Atlanta Hawks, the NWA, 
and CNN Center, a high-rise complex 
in Atlanta that houses TBS’ corporate 


Ted DiBiase (above, with Andre the Giant) and 
Randy Savage (below) are two of the richest men 
in the sport, but they've earned their money in 
different ways. 


TRUMP PLAZ 


offices. While Turner was hurt some- 
what by his failed bid to take over 
CBS, he is still one of the richest 
men in the world, and easily the rich- 
est man in wrestling. Wrestling 89 
estimated worth: $2.5-billion. 
Vince McMahon. An article in the 
October 17, 1988, issue of Forbes 
business magazine estimated that the 
WWF, which McMahon owns entirely, 
took in $80-million in ticket revenues 
for live shows in 1987, another $145- 
million on souvenirs sold at live cards 
and advertising on WWF TV pro- 
grams, and $170-million on the sale 
of action figures and other merchan- 
dise. Forbes estimated the compa- 
ny’s 1987 cash flow at $19-million. 
“Vince McMahon is now easily a 
centimillionaire—the WWF alone is 
worth some $100-million, say experts 
in the entertainment industry,” the ar- 
ticle concluded. Titan Sports, parent 
company of the WWF, lost some 
money on its pay-per-view coverage 
of the Sugar Ray Leonard-Donny 
Lalonde fight, but by all appearances 
the company is very healthy. So is 
McMahon's checkbook. Wrestling 89 
estimated worth: $200-million. 
Hulk Hogan. ‘‘A penny saved is a 
penny earned” seems to be Hogan’s 
motto, and he certainly has plenty of 
pennies. Of course, his wrestling in- 
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come doesn’t hurt matters. Hogan re- 
ceives the highest salary of any wres- 
tler in the sport, believed to -be 
$4-million with a stipulation for the 
number of times per year he must 
wrestle. Last year, however, Hogan 
took a three-month vacation from the 
ring, probably sacrificing 25 percent 
of his salary by doing so. But the big 
bucks for Hogan come from his out- 


of-the-ring activities: commercial en- | 


dorsements, personal appearances, 
and so forth. Hogan souvenirs are 
the hottest items in wrestling, and the 
“Hulkster’” is a direct beneficiary. 
Movie and TV appearances are no 
small addition to his salary. He also 


owns several beach homes, motorcy-. 


cles, and cars, though he’s not nearly 
as extravagant as Ric Flair (Have you 
ever seen Hogan in a $1,500 suit?). 
Is Hulk Hogan the richest man in the 
sport? No. Is he the richest wrestler? 
Absolutely. Wrestling 89 estimated 
worth: $25-million. 

Ted DiBiase. The way he flaunts 
his wealth, one would think DiBiase 
is one of the richest men in the entire 
world. But that’s not the case. Make 
no mistake about it: DiBiase is a rich 
man, but unless he has hidden as- 
sets—and that’s very likely with a 


man as devious as the ‘“‘Million-Dollar | 


Man’’—he’s not quite as wealthy as 
Hogan. Interestingly, when compared 
to his total wealth, DiBiase makes a 
mere pittance in the ring. His estimat- 
ed ring salary is less than $800,000 a 
year, including all promotional ap- 
pearances and matches. But a series 
of wise investments and parlays of 
previous investments made by his fa- 
ther and grandfather make DiBiase 
worth at least eight times that 
amount. Unfortunately, DiBiase cov- 
ers his tracks so well, it’s impossible 
to state with confidence exactly what 
those investments are. This much is 
known: He has several homes 
around the world, including an expan- 
sive estate in southern Connecticut. 
But there are indications that DiBiase 
is living far above his means. We 
could be headed for another stock 
market crash, and the American dol- 
lar is on shaky ground (although it’s 
regaining confidence in many areas 
of the world). Right now, count DiBi- 
ase as the second-richest wrestler in 
the sport. Wrestling 89 estimated 
worth: $14-million. 

Ric Flair. The best way to describe 
the “Nature Boy’s’” current contract 
situation is to say that the NWA sub- 
scribes to Ric Flair. That is, Flair re- 
ceives an estimated base salary of 
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Paul Ellering’s shrewd financial decisions have made him and The Road Warriors very wealthy men 
(above). Ric Flair unleashes another verbal tirade as Jim Cornette watches his fellow millionaire from a 


safe distance (below). 


$200,000 a year, which merely grants 
the NWA his exclusive North Ameri- 
can rights. If the NWA wants him to 
wrestle, he costs even more. Every 
time Flair steps into the ring, he 
makes at least $2,500. Flair wrestles 
approximately 200 times a year, 
which means at least another 
$500,000. But remember, $2,500 is 
the minimum. It’s at least $5,000 for 
a title match against a preliminary 
wrestler; that’s why he often wrestles 
non-title and tag team matches. Flair 
often receives upwards of $50,000 for 
wrestling a challenger of the caliber 
of Rick Steamboat. And it was not 
uncommon for Flair, when he was 
champion, to demand a percentage 
of the gate receipts as well. It’s esti- 
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mated that Flair made nearly $1.25- 
million last year on wrestling alone. 
Then there are personal appear- 
ances, promotional appearances, and 
several stints as a TV commentator. 
His salary is supplemented by divi- 
dends from mutual funds, common 
stock, and numerous successful real 
estate ventures. Of course, there 
have been failures. Flair took a beat- 
ing in the 1987 stock market crash 
(he, of course, denies this), and the 
value of land in Texas he purchased 
in the mid-1970s has decreased to 
the point where it’s hardly worth sell- 
ing. Also, remember that he has 
been paying a manager's salary—15 
percent of his ring income—for many 
years. Add to his value several sports 


Hiro Matsuda (above) is the front man for a huge 
Japanese conglomerate. Ronnie Garvin (below) is 
financially well off, but not as rich as he claims. 


cars, two homes, three apartments, 
and a magnificent jewelry collection. 
Slick Ric is, indeed, very well off. 
Wrestling 89 estimated worth: $8- 
million. 

Tully Blanchard. How much did 
Blanchard make off the sale of Tully 
Blanchard Enterprises? Impossible to 
Pinpoint. Obviously, that means a lot. 
But what was Tully Blanchard Enter- 
prises? What did it consist of? Blan- 
chard Enterprises was, in reality, a 
portfolio of stocks, bonds, and mutual 
funds put together by the brilliant fi- 
nancial minds of Blanchard and his 
former manager, J.J. Dillon. Why did 
he sell it after leaving the NWA? Ap- 
parently, it was just a coincidence. Its 
value was high when he left, so he 


got rid of everything. Blanchard’s 
money is reportedly in high-yield trea- 
sury bonds, and he is simply collect- 
ing the interest at no risk. By the 
way, the WWF paid a pretty penny to 
sign Blanchard and Arn Anderson. 
Although Blanchard is no longer a 
world champion, it's estimated that 
his salary increased at least threefold. 
The price of inter-federation bidding 
wars. Wrestling 89 estimated worth: 
$7.5-million. 

Randy Savage. A World champion 
makes a world-championship salary. 
Savage’s salary multiplied threefold 
when he won the WWF World title, 
but his overall wrestling worth in- 
creased tremendously months earlier 
when he joined Hogan and became 
a fan favorite. Suddenly, sales of 
“Macho Man” merchandise took off. 
He also has Elizabeth to thank for 
increasing his visibility and worth. But 
the personal appearances and mer- 
chandise endorsements figure to de- 
crease sharply now that Savage is 
back to his rulebreaking ways. You'll 
see fewer people wearing Savage 
shirts and bandanas. If he loses the 
belt, his value will decrease even 
more. And remember: Savage has 
been champion for only a year. Of 
course, as a top athlete in the sport, 
the ‘Macho Man’ has been doing 
very well for years. 

Wrestling 89 estimated worth: $5- 
million. 

Paul Ellering. When the stock 
market crashed in 1987, Precious 
Paul sat back and smiled. Ellering 
claimed that he cleaned up on the 
market crash, and our sources prove 
him right. Ellering, you see, saw the 
crash coming and sold all his stock 
just days before it happened. Then, 
while everybody was trying to recoup, 
Ellering used his vast capital to buy 
hundreds of thousands of shares of 
blue-chip stock at incredibly low 
prices. The stock market has recov- 
ered since the crash. Although it 
hasn't yet returned to its highest 
point, it has improved markedly. “Re- 
member that $1-million jackpot me, 
Animal, and Hawk won at the first 
Crockett Cup?” Ellering asked. 
“Well, it’s now worth about $3.5-mil- 
lion. It's called taking advantage of 
your opportunities.”” He also makes a 
healthy salary as manager of The 
Road Warriors. Wrestling 89 esti- 
mated worth: $4.25-million. 

Jim Cornette. Born with a silver 
spoon in his mouth, Cornette is heir 
to: multibillion-dollar fortune. He cur- 
rently has free access to his mother’s 


great wealth, but when she dies, 
Cornette will be the richest man in 
wrestling. Right now, however, he 
simply collects a large allowance 
from his mother, who controls all of 
the estate’s assets. His future esti- 
mated worth is approximately $3.5- 
billion. Right now, he’s content with a 
beautiful home in North Carolina, 
several sports cars, and a secure six- 
figure salary. Tough life. Wrestling 
89 estimated worth: $2.5-million. 

Bobby Heenan. Reportedly sold 
Andre the Giant’s contract to Ted 
DiBiase for $1-million and bought it 
back for only $100,000. That nifty 
profit alone puts Heenan among the 
richest men in the sport. Unfortunate- 
ly, he’s done little to supplement his 
salary. The major portion of his in- 
come comes from the percentage he 
gets off his wrestler’s contracts. The 
Andre exchange was probably the 
best business deal he ever made. 
Wrestling 89 estimated worth: $1.5- 
million. 

Ronnie Garvin. We've taken care 
of the unbelievably rich. Now let’s get 
back to earth. Garvin is no million- 
dollar man. In fact, it appears that all 
of his income comes from wrestling. 
He made his biggest score as NWA 
World champion, but only held the 
belt for two months. He received a 
healthy bonus to jump to the WWF, 
but let’s face it: Is Ronnie Garvin one 
of the top 20 stars in the sport? The 
answer is no. In fact, the only reason 
he’s included in this survey is be- 
cause he says he’s richer than he 
actually is. His estimated yearly ring 
salary is $150,000. Past savings, in- 
vestments, and a very nice home in 
Montreal all add to the pot. Wrestling 
89 estimated worth: $950,000. 

Hiro Matsuda. Compared to the 
average man, Matsuda is not incredi- 
bly rich. Yamasaki Corporation, how- 
ever, is, and grows by the day. Re- 
member: Matsuda does not own 
Yamasaki, he merely works for them. 
As front man for this huge corpora- 
tion, Matsuda takes home an annual 
salary of approximately $300,000. He 
also received a substantial bonus 
from the Corporation for signing Ric 
Flair, Barry Windham, and Butch 
Reed, and figures to make a lot more 
if he can sign other top wrestlers in 
the NWA. There is no doubt Matsuda 
has a brilliant mind and has come a 
long way since he trained Lex Luger 
in 1985. But is he a multimillionaire? 
Could he have signed Flair and Wind- 
ham on his own? No way. Wrestling 
89 estimated worth: $750,000. 
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THE ULTIMATE 


By Matt Brock 


N JUNE 27, 1988, Mike Tyson re- 
tained the undisputed heavyweight 
boxing championship of the world by 
knocking out Michael Spinks in the first 
round of their title contest in Atlantic City. 
The total time of the bout was 91 seconds. 
On August 29, 1988, The Ultimate 
Warrior won the WWF Intercontinental 
title by defeating The Honky Tonk Man at 
SummerSlam 88 in New York. The total 
time of the bout was 31 seconds. 

During the past few years, the sport of 
boxing has been revolutionized by the tal- 
ents of Mike Tyson. But now, another 
man with almost equal professional experi- 
ence is now beginning to do the same in 
wrestling. The Ultimate Warrior is quickly 
becoming wrestling’s answer to the same 
question that’s been asked many times 
about his pugilistic counterpart: 

Can anybody beat this man? 

Tyson has won each of his first 35 
professional fights (not including a sched- 
uled February 25 defense against Frank 
Bruno). Of those bouts, 31 have been by 
knockout, with 16 of those coming in the 
first round. On top of that, 27 of his 
knockouts have come within the first five 
rounds. It’s clear that Tyson likes to take 
care of business quickly. 

The Warrior isn’t quite that fast, but by 
wrestling standards, he’s been every bit as 
effective. Honky Tonk hasn't been the only 
wrestler embanassed by _ lightning-fast 
losses. King Haku, Raymond Rougeau, 
Rick Rude, Dino Bravo, and other top 
contenders are finding out the Warrior can 
beat you in a number of ways, and usually 
in only a few minutes. 

Each of these impressive athletes has 


Mike Tyson and The 
Ultimate Warrior began 
their professional careers in 
1985, and both have 
followed a path of 
unparalleled success in their 
sports. Today, Tyson is the 
world heavyweight boxing 
champion, and the Warrior 
holds the WWF 
Intercontinental belt—but it 
may not be long before the 
Warrior catches up 


What Mike Tyson has done for boxing, The Ulti- 
mate Warrior hopes to do for wrestling. 


WARRIOR 


his trademarks, incredible skills that have 
helped them rise to the top. For Tyson, 
it’s a crunching right hand, a surprising left 
jab, incredible hand and foot speed, and 
devastating power. For the Wanior, it’s 
very much the same. He's been blessed 
with unmatched strength, blazing speed, 
and like Tyson, a killer instinct that sets 
him apart from ordinary competitors. 

The comparisons between these two 
muscular maulers don’t end there. Both 
turned professional during 1985, a year 
when both of their respective sports were 
looking for new heroes. Tyson arrived a bit 
sooner than the Warrior. 

Four years ago, Tyson was leaving the 
amateur boxing ranks at the age of 19. He 
had been frustrated by his inability to 
make the 1984 U.S. Olympic boxing team, 
but thanks to the guidance of his mentor 
and manager, the legendary fight trainer 
Cus D'Amato, he had developed high pro 
ambitions. The manager died in 1986 be- 
fore Tyson could fully realize his potential, 
but the dream continued to live on. 

“Cus always knew I would be success- 
ful,” Tyson said a few months after 
D'Amato died. “He knew, even when I was 
13, even before I had my first fight, that I 
would be good. I said to myself, ‘How can 
he say that?’ But I had a good teacher. He 
gets the credit.” 

Tyson was being modest. From the be- 
ginning, D'Amato realized that Tyson had 
that rarest of qualities—greatness. 

“He throws every punch with bad inten- 
tions,” said the trainer in 1985 after Tyson 
had scored a 39-second knockout in his 
eighth pro fight. “Even at this stage in his 
career, nobody can match his power. I 
guarantee you, when he hits them, they'll 
go down.” (Continued on page 53) 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 


Lane and Eaton visit one of New York’s finest jewelry boutiques (left). 
The trio poses in front of a Saturday Night Live costume display (below). 


Cornette signs an autograph for a lucky fan (above), and Lane answers the question 
of another while making a guest appearance on an NYC radio program (right). 


Adding some thrills to the trip was a visit to NBC studios (above), where Cornette 
took the place of Johnny Carson at a replica of the famous Tonight Show set (right). 
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Akeem and Big Bossman pounce on Hulk Hogan (above left). The Rockers—Marty Jannetty and Shawn Michaels—work 
on the arm of Conquistador | (above right). Bret Hart and Jim Neidhart stretch-out B. Brian Blair (below). There are so 
many top-notch tag teams currently competing in the WWF that a second tag title has to be considered. But would 
another title dilute the value of the World title? You decide. 


YOU DECIDE 


SHOULD THERE BE 
A WWE INTERCONTINENTAL 
TAG TEAM TITLE? 


N THANKSGIVING DAY, 


1988, a sudden and impor- 
tant change occurred in the 
WWF. Demolition, the WWF 
World tag team champions, 
tured against their manager Mr. 
Fuji and immediately became fan |? 
favorites. At the same time, The | 
Powers of Pain took on Fuji as 
their manager. 

This accomplished two things: 
One, it ignited a feud between 
The Powers of Pain and Demoli- 
tion that is still raging. Since late 
November, Warlord and Barbarian 
have received a vast majority of 
the title shots at Ax and Smash. 

Most importantly, however, it 
made every fan favorite in the 
WWF non-contenders for the 
World title. Suddenly, teams such 
as The British Bulldogs and The 
Rockers had nothing to fight for. 
Meanwhile, all of the rulebreaker tag teams immediately 
went from being non-contenders to contenders. 

One of the reasons this situation exists is that the WWF, 
unlike the NWA, has only one tag team title. It's all or 
nothing for The Bolsheviks, The Rockers, the Rougeau 
brothers, The Hart Foundation, The Brain Busters, and the 
many other talented tag teams in the WWF. But if these 
teams were in the NWA, they'd have the chance to go 
after the World title or the US. belts. 

In fact, even the WWF's individual wrestlers have a 
wider range of title choices than the tag teams. There’s a 
World championship and an Intercontinental title, and the 
competition for both belts is always fierce. Why are tag 
teams treated differently? 

“Probably because at one time, tag team wrestling was 
considered less glamorous than one-on-one wrestling,” 
WWF expert Thomas Pilliard said. “But that’s no longer 
true, as the number of tag teams in the WWF points out. 
Of course, there’s another side to the story. More titles 
means each one is less important.” 


WWF World tag team champions Demolition have a lot of 
stiff competition for their belts. 


Should there be a WWF Inter- 
continental tag team title? Would 
more titles mean better competi- 
tion, or a trend towards mediocri- 
ty? Is the current glut of WWF tag 
teams a temporary situation and is 
such a drastic reaction to this situ- 
ation unnecessary? 

Consider the pros and cons of 
the issue and use the ballot on 
page 59 to register your opinion. 
Your comments are welcome, and 
the results will be forwarded to 
WWF officials. The results of this 
issue’s poll will be published in 
the Fall 1989 edition of Wrestling 
89. 


THERE SHOULD BE A WWF IN- 
TERCONTINENTAL TAG TITLE 
@ Overcrowding. There are sim- 
ply too many teams going after 
Demolition, the current WWF 
World tag champions, and not enough matches for each 
team. With The Powers of Pain getting most-of the shots 
at Demolition, worthy teams are being ignored. The 
WWF has already lost The British Bulldogs. Who will be 
the next to go? 

© Not enough titles. Virtually every major federation has 
at least two tag team titles. The NWA, for example, has a 
World championship and a U.S. title, and both are highly 
sought after. In fact, some of the greatest feuds and 
matches in NWA history have been over the U.S. tag 
belts. Also, fan favorite teams are having trouble getting 
matches against Demolition because of WWF policy. Be- 
sides, there’s an Intercontinental singles title, why don’t 
tag teams deserve the same treatment? There’s room— 
and enough competition—for another title. 

e Excitement. Is anything in wrestling more exciting 
than a title match? And is there anything worse than a 
card that doesn’t include at least one title bout? The 
addition of another tag title would add considerable ex- 
(Continued on page 59) 


é 
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Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling Ii, 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 


dune 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Piper, Rich, Martel. 
July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 


August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 


April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 


strongs, Valentine, Santana. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 


dune 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 


duly 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 


Flair, Steamboat. 


August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 


el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 


November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 


December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 


Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 


February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 


April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 
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September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
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May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. Windham, Rich, Hogan. 


June 1983/Stories include: Windham, July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 


November 1983/Stories include: gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki- December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 


April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- | March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 


riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 


Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 


July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
Sullvan, Zbyszko. SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., | att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, | Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. September 1985/Stories include: Ho- Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. October 1985/Stories include: Flair, loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, Windham, Shultz, Martel. October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. November 1985/Stories include: Ho- Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 


November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 


December 1983/Stories include: Mas- Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. Sammartino. Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 


March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 


Duggan, Hansen-Martel. Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 


May 1984/Stories include: Windham, April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von Also; Strike Force, Luger, Rockers, 

Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, July 1986/Stories include: King Kong DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
September 1984/Stories include: Von August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, September 1986/Stories include: Fan- Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. Lawler, Ellering. 

November 1984/Stories include: Billy October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. | gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, | November 1986/Stories include: R&R October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von December 1986/Stories include: Flair, November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 


Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 


March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, February 1987/Stories include: Mag- February 1989/Stories include: War- 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. iors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, March 1987/Stories include: Windham, March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. | Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. farriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 


a SG 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


T.V. SPORTS ONLY 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 $3.00 EACH 


Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $. (U.S. FUNDS 
ONLY) as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


Name 


Address Apt. 


City 


State Zip. 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered 
for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


(aE SS ee ee 


BEST BET 


Facts & Figures 
Age: 23 
Height: 6'2”” 
Weight: 235 
Hometown: Boston 

Match: SuperClash Ill on 
December 13, 1988; teamed with 
Ricky Rice and Wendi Richter to 
defeat Paul Diamond, Pat Tanaka, 
and Madusa Miceli 
Immediate Goal: ‘‘To win the 
AWA World tag team title from Bad 
Company. Right now, that’s the 
only thing me and Ricky have on 
our minds” 
Long-Range Goal: ‘To someday 
win the AWA World title. I love tag 
teams, but it’s every wrestler’s goal 
to win a heavyweight title” 
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August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 


September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 


Garvin. 


Eetrtaryt }980/Stories include: Patera, 


Snuka, 


ntana, Albano. 
April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 


Backlund, Mascaras. 


May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 
June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 


August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 


tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 
April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammantino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 
September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 


January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 


gan, Race, Humperdink. 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 


March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 


lund, Idol, Spoiler. 


April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 


dre, Von Erich, Piper. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 


Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 


June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 


July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 


Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 


August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 


September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 


Piper, Lawler, Brody. 


October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 


dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 


Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
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December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
Il, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham, 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum. 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 

February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 


Be sure to fill 


wrestling.” Get 


April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock ’n’ Rolls. 

June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 


BACK ISSUES 07 a 


in the gaps in your 


collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, ‘“‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 


all the information you 


need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
duly 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin, 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
September 1988/SPECIAL ISSUE: Col- 
or coverage of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Plus: Lawler, 
Von Erich, Hart, Cornette. 

October 1988/Stories include: 

Mi ers vs. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawler. 

November 1988/Stories include: Kerry 
vs. Lawler, Windham, Luger, Muraco. 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
January 1989/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Arn, Kerry-Lawler. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Arn, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sting. 

March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnights, Fuller & Golden, 
Ultimate. 
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GOLDEN MOMENT 


HHROUGHOUT THE 1980s, wrestling has exploded 

into one of the most popular sports in the world. 
Only wrestling could fill the 90,000-plus seating capacity 
of the Pontiac Silverdome; that happened two years ago 
at WrestleMania III. But nearly 15 years earlier, promoter 
Pedro Martinez made headlines by sanctioning an event 
at an 80,000-seat baseball park, an unprecedented occur- 
rence for those times. That’s why the “Wrestling Super 
Bowl,” held at the Cleveland Municipal Stadium on Au- 
gust 19, 1972, has gone down in history as wrestling’s first 
true supercard. 

Never before had wrestling been presented on such a 
grand level. This event featured 50 stars in 19 thrilling 
matches. Combatants were even escorted to the ring in 
the same Roman chariot used in the motion picture Ben 
Hur, a lavish touch similar to the moving mini-ring the 
WWF would utilize at WrestleMania III. " 

The card included a trio of tag team toumaments 
where matches were conducted in three side-by-side 
rings—simultaneously! The event also featured Abdullah 


the Butcher vs. Emie Ladd in a match contested all over 
the stadium, and a classic matchup between Bobo Brazil 
and a young George Steele. But it was the main event 
that attracted the majority of the spectators to the 
ballpark. 

North American champion Johnny Powers, a popular 
scientific star, took on rugged nilebreaker Johnny Valen- 
tine, father of current WWF star Greg Valentine. This 
bout was billed as “The Match of the Century,” and 
anyone who saw any of the previous Powers-Valentine 
bouts would agree with that designation. These two en- 
gaged in one of the most violent wars of the decade, and 
this match was signed in an attempt to settle the feud 
once and for all. 

Once the match began, both men tore at each other 
with unbridled fury. Powers and Valentine battled to a 
brutal double-disqualification, but the fans weren't disap- 
pointed. They knew they had witnessed one of the wild- 
est matches of the decade—and one of the finest cards in 
wrestling history. O 
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Mandy 


(Continued from page 32) 


help filter out infections and guard 
against colds, pneumonia, and other 
germ-related disease. They’re a vital 
component of the body’s immune 
system. For most of the past year, 
Mandy has been undergoing 
chemotherapy treatments (the use of 
chemical anti-cancer agents) at several 
hospitals in the Charlotte area as a 
major defense against the cancer. 

“Finding out Mandy was sick 
changed my life completely,’’ said 
Koloff. “I knew it for a year before we 
were married, but I kept it all inside. I 
didn’t let anyone know anything about 
our problem. Everything else did not 
matter. I wanted her to be well again.” 

Koloff paused. He was speaking very 
slowly, trying to find the proper words. 
His thick Russian accent could not 
conceal the anguish in his voice. 

“Tt finally came to the point where I 


not as strong. A cold, therefore, has 
much stronger effects; it can turn into 
pneumonia, which, particularly because 
of such lowered immunity, becomes a 
very serious problem that demands close 
attention and care. 

Her condition has also caused other 
problems, such as painful kidney stones. 
And the chemotherapy she has 
undergone has caused fluid to form 
around her heart and lungs, as well as 
weakness, nausea, and hair loss. 

When Nikita was on the road touring 
with the NWA early in 1988, he was 
distracted by Mandy’s condition back 
home. Though they had not yet married 
(that would happen in September), 
Koloff left the ring wars for several 


had to make a decision,”’ he said softly. 
“Tt was either my career or my wife. It 
didn’t take long to realize that she was 
most important—not wrestling, not 
winning titles, not anything else.” 
Mandy has had several lengthy 
hospital stays, fighting colds and 
pneumonia. Because the Hodgkin’s has 
affected her immune system—that part 
of the body that protects against 
disease—her defenses against disease are 


At the hospital, Mandy is visited by her doctor 
(right). Despite grueling radiation and chemothera- 
py treatments, Mandy has maintained a bright out- 
look on life. 
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Nikita and Mandy share a snack (left) and stop by the pharmacy to obtain her medication (above). Nikita 
says that when it came down to a choice between wrestling and being with Mandy, there was no choice 
at all. He didn’t want to leave her side for a moment. 


months to be with his fiancee. He 
returned to mat action for a brief time, 
but Mandy’s health problems kept 
calling him back home. 

“Tt was really hard on him being on 
the road,’’ Mandy recalls with a smile. 
“For a couple of months, I was really 
helpless. My body just wasn’t fighting it 
anymore. My immune system was 
completely shot. I needed him there, but 
I didn’t want him to have to sacrifice his 
career for me. If he wanted to leave 
wrestling, then I wanted him to be with 
me, too.” 

Did the knowledge of Mandy’s 
condition ever cause Nikita to rethink 
his decision to marry her? ‘‘Never. I 
love her so much, I had no other choice. 


I wanted to show her I was committed 
to her whether she well or sick.” 

For the past few months, Nikita and 
Mandy have faced a day-to-day struggle 
not only against her affliction, but also 
against the effects of her treatment. The 
mounting hospital bills have played 
havoc with their personal finances, but 
the therapy—including chemotherapy 
and radiation treatments to help destroy 
the cancer cells in her body—must be 
performed if she is to wage a successful 
war against the disease. Through it all, 
Nikita gives credit to Mandy’s bravery 
in the face of the overwhelming odds 
that stand before her. 

“One day she can be feeling fine, but 
the next day she can be very sick,” said 
Nikita. ‘‘But this is one woman who is a 
fighter. She’s never even thought about 
giving up. What amazes me is that 
everything the doctors told her would 
happen hasn’t happened. Because of the 
radiation and the chemotherapy, cancer 
patients can often lose almost all of 
their hair, but Mandy has only lost 
about 35 to 40 percent of hers. She’s 
also been able to keep most of her 
weight up. She’s been really tremendous 
about everything.” 

“Nikita makes everything easier for 
me,”’ said Mandy warmly. ‘I had to 
have surgery performed on my 
stomach, because I had some tumors 
growing and had to have them 
removed. I couldn’t walk, so he would 
pick me up, get me out of bed, and put 
me back on my feet. He’s the most 
wonderful man in the world. I know I 
can always count on his support.” 

The Koloffs know they can also 
count on is the support of their friends 
in wrestling. Even though Nikita is no 
longer fighting by their sides, he remains 
close with many of his former 
teammates. 

“‘T have become very close with Sting, 
Lex [Luger], and Dusty [Rhodes],”’ said 
Nikita. ‘‘My uncle Ivan has been a great 
support to me as well. Those were the 
only four men I told when I made my 
decision to leave wrestling. Lex and 
Sting told me they were sorry to see me 
leave, but they were very sympathetic. 
They felt for me, because they all know 
Mandy. They respect her, and they 
respect me, so they were in support of 
my decision.” 

Many wrestlers are coming to the aid 
of Nikita and Mandy in some unique 
ways. Several top NWA stars, including 
Luger and Magnum T.A., are scheduled 

to participate in a special photography 
event at Koloff’s gym in mid-March. 
Fans will be able to go to the gym for 
(Continued on page 52) 
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A defense 
against cancer 
can be cooked up 

in your kitchen. 
There is evidence that 
diet and cancer are related. 
Follow these modifications in 
your daily diet to reduce 
chances of getting cancer: 
1. Eat more high-fiber foods 
such as fruits and vegetables 
and whole-grain cereals. 
2. Include dark green and 
deep yellow fruits and vegeta- 
bles rich in vitamins A and C. 
3. Include cabbage, broccoli, 
brussels sprouts, kohlrabi and 
cauliflower. 
4. Be moderate in consump- 
tion of salt-cured, smoked, and 
nitrite-cured foods. 
5. Cut down on total fat in- 
take from animal sources and 
fats and oils. 
6. Avoid obesity. 
7. Be moderate in consump- 
tion of alcoholic beverages. 
No one faces cancer alone. 


AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY’ 
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Mandy 


(Continued from page 51) 


Like others who have suffered through Hodgkin’s disease, Mandy Koloff has 
run the gamut of symptoms. There can be stretches of weeks where she feels 
fine; other times, she can be rendered totally helpless. The chemotherapy makes 
her feel even worse, and the effects on her body and organs can be significant. 
Through it all, she has shown remarkable courage and optimism. 

“T don’t even think of myself as being sick,’? said Mandy, 26, from her 
hospital bed at Cabarrus Hospital in Concord, North Carolina. ‘‘I just consider 
this a little turmoil right now, and that’s it. You can always look around and 
find someone who’s got it worse than I do. Of course, | go through emotional 
ups and downs. Sometimes I wonder if this is ever going to end. But I’m lucky 


needed,”’ 


new day with a hopeful outlook. 


because I’ve got Nikita to help me. He truly has been my strength.” 

Mandy feels bad that Nikita has been forced to leave wrestling, but she’s 
confident that he can return to the sport on a full-time basis someday. 

“There are more important things in life than wrestling,” said Mandy. ‘First 
you put God, and then you put your family. Nikita loves to wrestle, and 
nobody is saying that he can never go back. It’s just that his heart right now is 
saying that nothing is as important as getting me well. 

“It’s brought us so much closer together,’” Mandy continued. ‘‘Mentally, I 
think it’s tougher on Nikita than it’s been on me. There have been times when 
we'd lay together and cry, because we knew what we were going to face, but 
doing it together has made it all so much easier, He has been just what I’ve 


Mandy is now facing a possible bone marrow transplant, but she faces each 


“Tt makes it easier knowing that if I fight a little bit harder each day, then 
it’s another day that we have to spend together,’’ she said. ‘‘The way I look at 
it, I’ve got the most important things in life with me all the time. I’ve got God, 
and I’ve got Nikita. How can I lose?” 


—Bob Smith 


autographs and pictures with the 
wrestlers, with all proceeds going to the 
Koloffs. It is a gesture that touches 
Nikita deeply. 

“I do have American friends,’’ he 
said with pride. “I remember when I 
came back from Japan in October 1986 
to find that Magnum, the biggest rival I 
ever had, had a serious car accident and 
almost lost his life. That incident 
changed me completely around. I know 
I have to give back to the people now.” 

Even with Mandy’s struggle affecting 
his life, Nikita is still looking to help 
others. He plans to make public 
appearances for several charities in the 
Charlotte area. 

“Since my wife has come down with 
cancer, it has shown me how important 
a person’s health really is,”’ he said. 
“Being that I have been in the eyes of 
the public for the past few years, it has 
made me want to go out and lend some 
cheer to others who are not doing so 
well. It’s what I feel I should do.” 

The biggest challenges for the Koloffs 
may still lie ahead. At press time, 
surgeons were contemplating a bone 
marrow transplant for Mandy, which is 


an extremely dangerous and expensive 
surgical procedure. Nikita claims that he 
and Mandy are ready for any obstacle 
they have to overcome. He refuses to 
even consider the possibility that 
someday she could lose her life to her 
disease. 

“Tt has been a good life for me,” 
Nikita proclaimed. “I feel very 
fortunate. Now we have this problem, 
and I must show that I can handle this. 
Together, there is nothing Mandy and I 
can’t do.” 

Nikita’s plans are well-defined. First 
he wants to get Mandy’s condition to a 
point where they can live a normal life 
again, then he wants to return to the 
sport for another chance at the one 
thing he has not accomplished. 

“T still want to be World heavyweight 
champion someday,”’ he said. “I owe it 
to the fans who write all the letters 
asking me to come back. I owe it to men 
like Dusty, Sting, and Luger, who stand 
by me with support.” 

Koloff fell silent for a moment; he 
managed a slight, but pained, smile. 

‘“Most of all, I owe it to Mandy,”’ he 
said. ‘‘She is my reason for living.”’ 


Ultimate Warrior 


(Continued from page 40) 


As D'Amato and trainer Kevin Rooney 
worked on developing Tyson into a top- 
flight professional during 1985, another 
youngster was undergoing similar training 
on the opposite coast. The Ultimate War- 
rior was preparing to unleash his awesome 
physical talents on professional wrestling. 

‘The Warrior was one of several men 
training in hopes of being including in 
Powerteam U.S.A., an ambitious project 
headed by California muscle builder Rick 
Bassman. Another man striving to be in- 
cluded in the project was Sting, then 
known as Flash. 

“Til never forget the first time I met 
Warrior,” said Bassman recently. “Here 
was this 27-year-old, 6’4”, 280-pound guy, 
but he was so soft-spoken and unassuming. 
He wanted a chance to be a part of our 
project, and he actually seemed worried 
that he wouldn’t be good enough to make 
it. | knew different from the first time I laid 
eyes on the guy. The potential was always 
there.” 

Another man high on the potential of 
the Warrior was the legendary Red 
Bastien, who was instrumental in helping 
train Sting and Rock before their profes- 
sional debuts. 

“Lets face it—a guy Rock’s size can 
wipe the mat with just about anybody,” 
said Bastien shortly after his protege made 
his professional debut. “But what has im- 
pressed me is Rock’s willingness to learn 
and improve. Sure, he’s a little raw right 
now, but just give him a couple of years. 
This is one man who's going to make a 
major impact on this sport.” 

It didn’t take long for either Tyson or 
the Warrior to do just that. On March 23, 
1985, Tyson made his professional debut 
in Albany, New York, dispatching Hector 
Mercedes with a first-round knockout. In 
December, The Freedom Fighters, Flash 
and Rock, later to be known as The Blade 
Runners, made their debut in the Mid- 
Southern region, dispatching of their oppo- 
nents in less than three minutes. During 
the month that followed, the Fighters won 
all their matches in three minutes or less. 

“The Warrior and Sting were great as a 
team,” recalled Bastien recently. “If they 
had stayed together, they might have de- 
veloped into the finest tag team in the 
sport. Rock, however, was anxious to 
prove his worth as a singles wrestler. After 
only a few months, he got restless and left 
the team to strike out on his own. For 
most young wrestlers, it might have been a 
mistake. For the Warrior, it seemed like 
the right thing to do.” 

By 1986, Tyson had already gone 15-0, 

(Continued on page 54) 
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The 100th issue of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated was a remarkable publishing 
event. Cover-dated December 1987, 
this 100-page super spectacular was 
jam-packed with stunning color and 
special features, including: 

@The 10 Most Influential Wrestlers 
Of The PW/ Years 

®The 10 Greatest Events Of The 
PWI Years 

@ The PW/ Achievement Awards: 

A Retrospective 

@ The First 100 Issues: 

A Special Fan Poll 

@ Behind The Scenes At PW/ 


All this and much, much more was 
included in this magnificent anniversary 
edition. We have limited supplies of this 
newsstand sellout. If you missed it the 
first time around, order now—the 100th 
issue comes around only once ina 
lifetime! Only $5.00. 
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Ultimate Warrior 


(Continued from page 53) 


with all victories coming by knockout. As 
that year drew to a close, his champion- 
ship dream was already complete. On No- 
vember 22 in Las Vegas, Tyson knocked 
out Trevor Berbick to win the WBC title. 
In less than two years, Tyson was the talk 
of the entire sports world. 

For the Warrior, the year was one of 
transition. Changing his name to The Din- 
go Wanior, the muscular rookie looked to 
veteran rulebreaking manager Gary Hart 
for guidance. Unlike Tyson, Warrior decid- 
ed to look to his sport's darker side for 
assistance. It was a move Warrior would 
later regret. 

“T didn’t even need to see him wrestle,” 
said Hart. “I just saw his huge guy with a 
physique that just wouldn't quit. If he was 
lacking in any particular skills, I knew I 
could teach him. It was as if someone had 
thrown a pot of gold into my lap, because 
it was obvious he was wrestling’s next big 
star.” 

Unfortunately for Hart, his good fortune 
with the Warrior didn’t last long. Dingo 
thrashed almost all of his opponents in 
rapid fashion, but he soon realized he 
didn’t care much for the company he was 
keeping. He cast aside Hart after only a 
few months, and tried Percy Pringle as his 
manager. But his partners in a six-man 
bout, Buzz Sawyer and Matt Borne, 


turned against him during a match at Dal- 
las’ Sportatorium. It would be the last 
match the Warrior would wrestle as a 
rulebreaker. 

Responding to the cheers of the fans, 
the Warrior began to collect titles, just as 
Tyson had, as the year drew to a close. He 
teamed with Lance Von Erich to win the 
World Class tag team championship from 
Matt Borne and George Wells on Novem- 
ber 17, 1986. He was so impressive that 
many fans and experts began to compare 
him to The Road Waniors. It was a com- 
parison that the Warrior didn’t particularly 
want—or appreciate. 

“Never mind The Road Warriors,” com- 
plained the Warrior during an interview 
published in the April 1987 issue of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated. “Here comes The 
Dingo Warrior.” 

By August 1, 1987, Tyson had added to 
his dream. He took a unanimous 12-round 
decision against Tony Tucker to win the 
IBF title, making him the unified boxing 
champion. At about this time, the Warrior 
changed his name again to The Ultimate 
Warrior. It was also when he decided to 
take stock of himself. 

In order to reach the kind of achieve- 
ment Tyson had attained, he decided to 
enter the WWF, the sport’s largest federa- 
tion. Although he had already had success 


In no other sports do displays of power come so dramatically as in boxing and wrestling. Trevor Berbick 
is sprawled on the mat after a powerful Tyson combination (above left). The Warrior presses Barry 
Horowitz overhead (above right). 


in the past, Warrior decided not to take 
on too much too soon. 

For several months, the Warrior only 
wrestled against lower level competition in 
small arenas. Instead of taking on champi- 
onship-level opponents right away, he 
opted to get his feet wet in the federation 
before making an all-out assault on the 
WWF's roster of championships. 

“He proved he has brains and brawn, 
just like Tyson,” said Jim Brunzell, who 
teamed with the Warrior at the Survivor 
Series last November. “If he went right in 
and got title shots against The Honky 
Tonk Man or Randy Savage, he could 
have suffered an early defeat that might 
have demoralized him. Instead, he worked 
his way through slowly, gradually working 
his way into contention. It was a smart 
plan, because he’s never been pinned dur- 
ing his WWF stint.” 

At SummerSlam 88 last August 29, the 
Wanior, like Tyson, showed the world that 
he was now ready for championships. In 
only 31 seconds, he demolished The Hon- 
ky Tonk Man, who was unprepared for the 
match since his scheduled opponent, Bru- 
tus Beefcake, was injured and could not 
fulfill his match commitment. It only took 
a few punches, a bodyslam, a shoulder 
tackle, a clothesline, and a big splash for 
the Warrior to win the Intercontinental 
title from his overmatched opponent. For 
all the offense he displayed, Honky Tonk 
might has well have been a preliminary 
opponent. 

It was the same when Tyson pounded 
former IBF champion Spinks into the can- 
vas last June. Many people actually be- 
lieved that Tyson would fall in defeat to 
Spinks, widely considered the most talent- 
ed opponent of Tyson's career. When the 
smoke cleared, many bettors were licking 
the wounds formed by big financial losses. 

Today, very few people would bet 
against Tyson—or The Ultimate Warrior. 
The Warrior has gone undefeated since 
winning the EC title. While Tyson has 
been involved in several controversies re- 
garding his wife, mother-in-law, and_his 
managers, the Warrior has been mowing 
down opponent after opponent, making 
light work of some of the biggest stars in 
the sport. But is he gearing up for an all- 
out assault on the WWF World 
championship? 

“IT can’t see why not,” said Brunzell. 
“Randy Savage has been pinned several 
times in the past. We've even seen Hulk 
Hogan lose to Andre the Giant. But Ult- 
mate? There may not be a man in the 
WWF that can beat him. I think he can 
grab the whole ball of wax, and could do 
it very soon.” 

After all, he can’t let Tyson get too far 
ahead of him. 
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WRESTLING USA 


WRESTLING USA, our biggest magazine (more than 80 pages, in- 
cluding a FULL-COLOR section) is now available to collectors and 
fans. Quantities are limited, so order yours today. 
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SPRING 1986/Color pinups: WindhamSullivan, Andre- 
Bundy, Taylor-Landell, Hemandez-Keny. Stories include: 
R&R Express, Warriors, Hogan, Santana, Rude, Williams. 
SUMMER 1986/Color pinups: Luger-Barr, Garvin-Flair, 
Nord-Hawk, Missy-Sunshine. Stories include: Wariors-Rus 
sians, Savage-Hogan, Kevin Von Erich, Bulldogs. 
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Savage, Flair, Steiner, Madusa, Richter. Stories include: 
Savage, Bossman, Sting, Lawler, Hogan, Luger. 
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Feedback 


(Continued from page 9) 


Bruno Sammartino “shouldn't be so critical of 
wrestlers who rely mainly on power, writes reader 
Dwayne Soper. 


weight title in the WWF. An illogical 
change would be banning men like 
Dino Bravo and Steve DiSalvo. 

Come off it, Bruno. The world of 
wrestling is surrounded by controver- 
sy. That's what makes it so great. Get 
off its case! 

DWAYNE SOPER 
Medicine Hat, Alberta 


IT’S GREAT! 

Wrestling 89 is one of the greatest 
magazines on the stand today. I only 
have one problem with it. Why in the 
world is it only printed four times a 
year? Each issue is packed with excel- 
lent photos, many in full-color. The 
“Crossfire” interview is always enter- 
taining, the “Scouting Report” is an 
unbiased look at a top star, and the 
“You Decide” section is a very good 
way for the readers to voice their 
opinions. The articles are always in- 
depth and well-written. And these are 
only a few reasons why your magazine 
is superb! 

So please consider making your fine 
magazine a monthly (or even a bi- 
monthly) publication. We fans deserve 
and demand it! 

GREG DELANEY 
Campbellton, New Brunswick 


TOO BLASED 
Hypocrisy, thy name is Wrestling 89. 
Having just finished the “Opening 
Bell” column in the Spring 1989 issue, 


I am left with the impression that Edi- 
tor-in-Chief Stu Saks approves of the 
NWA’s new gimmick ideas. Were the 
WWF to experiment with 3-D wres- 
tling, they’d be the laugh of the sport; 
since it is your favorites in the NWA, 
it’s innovative. 
Stop being so biased, Saks. 
DAVE WILSON 
Cliffside Park, NJ 


NIKITA IN PRIVATE 
I would like to thank you for Floyd 
See’s excellent “Private Side” on 


Nikita Koloff in the Spring 1989 issue. I 
enjoyed reading the article along with 
those exclusive photographs, with pic- 
tures of Koloff, his new wife Mandy, 
his “Fortress of Fitness,” and his awe- 
some Corvette. 


\e 
Nikita Koloff prepares a snack for his wife, Mandy, 
and himself. Reader Scott O’Neill enjoyed the 
“Private Side” feature with the Koloffs. 


It was definitely a memorable look 
at one of the greatest champions 
known to wrestling. This was a job 
well done. 

SCOTT O’NEILL 
Union, NJ 
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OJuly 1977 Fall 1980 OSpring 1982 (Winter 1982 Summer 1983 
(December 1977 OFall 1981 OFall 1982 OSpring 1983 
BEST OF THE WRESTLER 


Now known as Wrestler Annual, each issue is jam-packed with history in a look back at early issues of the 
sport’s longest-running magazine. 


OWinter 1978 Fall 1980 OWinter 1981 Winter 1982 
OSummer 1979 OSpring 1981 CSummer 1982 OSpring 1983 
CiSummer 1980 CSummer 1981 OFall 1982 (Summer 1983 
BEN STRONG WRESTLING 


A ground-breaking title in the early 1970s, the Ben Strong magazines are still coveted by collectors the 
world over. 


CNovember 1973 


YEARBOOKS 


Dynamic writing and peak-action photography have made these popular yearbooks the hallmark of any 
wrestling magazine collection. 


(01975 Yearbook #12 (01976 Yearbook #17 (01978 Yearbook Summer (1979 Yearbook December 
(01975 Yearbook #13 (01977 Yearbook Spring (01978 Yearbook Fall (1979 Yearbook Winter 
(01975 Yearbook #14 (01977 Yearbook Summer [)1978 Yearbook Winter 

(1976 Yearbook #15 (01977 Yearbook Fall (1979 Yearbook Spring 

(11976 Yearbook #16 (11979 Yearbook September 

ANNUALS 


Exclusive stories and special features make these annuals some of the most desired magazines by collec- 
tors everywhere. 


(1973 Annual #6 (11975 Annual #14 (11977 Annual Winter (41979 Annual Summer 
(01974 Annual #7 (01976 Annual #15 (31978 Annual Spring (1979 Annual October 
(11974 Annual #8 1976 Annual #16 (11978 Annual Summer (91980 Annual January 
(1974 Annual #9 (01976 Annual #17 (1978 Annual Fall [1980 Annual Summer 
(11974 Annual #10 (01977 Annual #18 (1978 Annual Winter 

(01977 Annual Summer [11979 Annual Spring 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: — [ST 
T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 $3.00 each 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 == eee 


Please send me the special grab bag issues | have checked. | am enclosing $3.00 U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY for EACH copy | am ordering. | am enclosing $ U.S. FUNDS 
ONLY as payment in full, which includes all shipping and postage charges. 


In case of a sellout, please indicate substitute choice: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE zip 


For fastest delivery, payment should be made by money order; allow an additional two weeks for 
delivery when payment is made by personal check. For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you 
must add one dollar for every back issue ordered for boat mail and two dollars for every back 
issue ordered for airmail. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
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A SECOND 
CHANCE TO CATCH 


“THE — 
BIG ONES” 


PWwi 
woe March 1987 


March 1989 


The year-end issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
are always the most anticipated wrestling 
magazines of the year. And the 1986, 1987, and 
1988 issues made publishing history. Each issue 
is a full 100 pages packed with color and the year-| 
end features PW/ readers have come to expect. 
We have limited supplies of these newsstand sell- 
outs, so don’t be disappointed twice. Order your 
copies today. Only $5.00 each. 


| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please rush me the magazines | have 
checked below. | enclose $5.00 (U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


| () PWI March 1987 | 
(1986 Year-End Special) 


Cl) PWI March 1988 
(1987 Year-End Special) | 


C1 PWI March 1989 
(1988 Year-End Special) 


[oS a a a ee ee i 
Make check or money order payable 

eee “THE BIG ONES” 

| BOX 48 ONLY $5.00 each. 


Name 


Address 


State Zip. 


| 
| | 
| | 
| city | 
| | 
| | 
| | 


U.S. funds only. All other countries $7.00. 
| Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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Crossfire 


(Continued from page 18) 


Kendall, locking up with Rick Steiner, had been teaming with Dustin Rhodes as the Texas Broncos, but 
he tumed against his partner because he thought the team was going nowhere. He says he’s also lost 


respect for Dusty Rhodes. 


laugh. You talk about the ring as if 
it were a desk job or a game of 
checkers. The only lesson worth 
learning from my father is that there 
are no rules in this sport. Barry re- 
belled against him for years, but all 
those years of courting fan approval 
got him nowhere. The Four Horse- 
men were the best thing ever to 
happen to Barry. And Barry’s the 
best thing to happen to me. I vowed 
to make him regret turning rule- 
breaker. He was my idol; he stood 
up to Blackjack and did his own 
thing. You talk about a lack of in- 
tegrity and courage? Barry has 
More integrity and courage in the 
tip of his boot than you'll ever have. 
You have any idea the guts it takes 
to stand up to Blackjack? When 
Barry rejected our father’s rule- 
breaking values, I thought he was 
the bravest man in the world. 

BA: What do you think today? 

KW: Dad was right. You go by the 
book in this sport and you get 
knifed. Nobody except your family 
is going to cover your backside. 
Blackjack told us never to trust any- 
one inside the ropes, and we 
laughed. Boy, it didn’t take very 
long in this sport to realize he was 
absolutely right. 

EE: Eddie Gilbert wasn’t laughing 
when you sneak-attacked him. Seems 
like you might have leamed some- 


thing from the old school after all. 
KW: Gilbert threatened my brother. 
What would you expect a man to do 
when family is threatened? 

BA: Do you think The Four Horse- 
men are finished? 

KW: That’s not my concern. Barry 
hasn’t said much to me about it. I 
know he enjoyed his Horsemen 
days, and that’s about it. Right now 
we'd just like to win the NWA 
World tag team belts. 

EE: Think you can take The Road 
Warriors? 

KW: The Windhams fear no men. 
Beneath the makeup and the spikes, 
Hawk and Animal bleed the same 
way I do. 

BA: How do you feel about Dusty 
now that he’s gone to Florida? 
Would you ever step into the ring 
against him? 

KW: There are only two people in 
this world I wouldn’t wrestle: my 
brother and my father. Dusty 
Rhodes? He’s a tired bag of wind. 
Daddy was right about him, too. And 
his son can’t wrestle worth a lick. 
EE: My ears are ringing in disbelief. 
Kendall Windham is beginning to 
grow on me. 

KW: That’s odd. I still think you’re 
a horse’s ass. 

BA: Kendall, you may be a nule- 
breaker, but you remain a fine judge 
of character. Thanks for joining us. 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


citement to WWF cards, many of 
which don’t include a title match. And 
imagine the excitement that would be 
generated by an LC tag title towma- 
ment and the feuds it would create. 
There’d be new life in the WWF. Be- 
sides, title matches bring out the best 
in wrestlers. 


THERE SHOULD NOT BE A WWF 
INTERCONTINENTAL TAG TITLE 
@ Value. Too many belts make a 
mockery of the word “champion.” 
The WWF World tag team champion- 
ship is one of the most sought after tag 
team titles in the world. It is even 
more valuable because it is the only 
tag title in the federation. Demolition 


TITLE MATCHES SHOULD NOT BE 
TWO OUT OF THREE FALLS 


In the closest “You Decide” balloting ever, 51 percent of the respondents 
voted that title matches should not be two out of three falls. But when one 
considers that the margin of error of plus or minus three percent is inherent in 
such a poll, it's easy to see that this issue is still undecided. 

In fact, maybe the Spring 1989 ‘You Decide” should have been best two out 
of three falls! 

“Asking champions to wrestle four to five matches a week is asking a lot,” 
Greg Delaney of Campbellton, New Brunswick, wrote. “Asking them to wres- 
tle up to 15 matches a week is ludicrous! Challengers, who wrestle a third of 
that a week, would have a huge advantage, Championships would be won 
because of stamina, not overall skill, and that’s not right.” 

“While I’m sure that most fans could watch and enjoy such a match, most of 
them would not fully appreciate the intricacies, both physical and psychologi- 
cal, that such a match presents to the wrestlers involved,” Beverly Oancia of 
Regina, Saskatchewan, said. “Also, overexposure of two of three falls matches 
would lead to them being commonplace and boring to the wrestling public.” 

Cayce Jones of Lebanon, Tennessee, however, argued the minority point: 
“Vere Gagne said that the reason not to do this is because the fans have no 
patience. This is entirely untrue. The big point is that there would be no 
questionable champions. For example, Hulk Hogan was often criticized for his 
untested stamina. This question would be answered once and for all.” 

But the question of whether title matches should be two out of three falls will 
probably never be answered. 


| Mail ballot to: You Decide/Wrestling 89 
| Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


( )Yes, title matches should be two out of three falls 
| ()No, title matches should not be two out of three falls 


| Name: Age: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 


The Powers of Pain (top left) and the Rougeaus 
(above) are masters of the double-team, but if 
there were a second tag title in the WWF, their 
tactics might change considerably. 


are the undisputed champions. The at- 
tention they receive is not diluted by 
the presence of another tag team 
champion. 

@ Competition. Every tag team in the 
WWF has one goal in mind: dethron- 
ing Demolition and become World tag 
team champions. This goal makes ev- 
ery team work harder and expend ev- 
ery bit of energy in the ring because 
there is no secondary championship, 
no settling for less. Thus, the hunger 
increases. It also makes Demolition 
work even harder to defend their 
belts, because every team is concen- 
trating on them. The presence of a 
second, less valuable belt would foster 
mediocrity. 

@ Precedent. The WWF never had 
one before, why should they have one 
now? In other words, if it ain't broke, 
don’t fix it. There has yet to be an 
organized effort by the fans or the 
wrestlers to create a new tag team 
title. The fans and the wrestlers are 
used to having only one World cham- 
pionship. It’s just the way things are 
done in the WWF. Keep it that way. 
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THE EXCITEMENT 
LIVES ON! 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OFA 


The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring ‘‘The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer"’ competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer's top action, plus all the regular Wrestler 
stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don't be disappointed—order 
yours today! 
c----- 
| Make check or money order payable 
| and send to: 
| TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 


| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please rush me —————— Copies of the 
December 1988 edition of The Wrestler. 
| enclose $5.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 
each copy | am ordering. 


| State Zip 


(ee funds only. All other countries $7.00. Please 
allow 34 weeks for delivery. 
| 
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Megapowers 
(Continued from page 385) 


y 


It lasted exactly one match. 

A crowd of 22,500 was on hand at 
Shea Stadium on the chilly night of 
Saturday, September 30, to view the 
match everyone had waited for. No- 
body was disappointed, especially the 
fans who wanted to see Sammartino 
and Morales reconcile. After one hour 
and 16 minutes, the match was 
stopped due to the curfew and both 
men embraced. They never feuded 
again. 

“They needed to get into the ring 
and get rid of all their pent-up emo- 
tions,"’ recalled Dick Kroll, referee for 
the match. ‘‘As the match wore on, | 
could see the looks in their eyes 
change. At the start, they had looks of 
violence and vengeance, but by the 
end it had changed to respect and ad- 
miration. Both men wanted to win just 
as badly, but for different reasons. 

“I'd have to say, however, that the 
reconciliation wouldn’t have been pos- 
sible if they didn't wrestle one-on- 
one,’’ Kroll continued. ‘It was some- 
thing each man had to get out of his 
system, something each man had to 
prove. Down deep, Morales knew that 
Sammartino hit him by mistake in the 
tag team match, and down deep, Sam- 
martino knew Morales was just frustrat- 
ed because of all the comparisons. Ev- 
erybody always said Morales wasn’t the 


| 


Pedro Morales hammerlocks Bruno Sammartino in 
their grudge match at New York’s Shea Stadium 
in 1972. Morales, then the WWF World champion, 
felt he had something to prove to the former 
champion, Sammartino. 


champion Sammartino was, so each 
man subconsciously wanted the match 
from the very: start.’’ 

Morales won the World title from 
Ivan Koloff only three weeks after Sam- 
martino’s magnificent 72-year title 
reign came to an end. Comparisons to 
Sammartino were inevitable. 

The same thing is happening now. 
Savage is the first champion following 
Hogan’s glorious four-year title reign. 
It's natural for everybody to compare 
the ‘‘Macho Man”’ to the ‘‘Hulkster.'’ 

Maybe Savage knows Hogan doesn’t 
really have lust in his eyes for Eliza- 
beth. After all, Savage obviously knows 
that Hogan is married. And maybe he 
understood why Hogan left him behind 
to care for Elizabeth. But deep inside, 
Savage may have wanted the match 
against Hogan simply to prove that 
he’s just as good a champion. 

Hogan, like Sammartino, misses be- 
ing World champion. Although the title 
carries with it many overwhelming re- 
sponsibilities, there is no glory in the 
sports world quite like wearing a world 
championship belt. Once a wrestler 


wears it—and loses it—the longing is 
unlike anything he has ever experi- 
enced. Deep inside, Hogan—like Sam- 
martino—was looking for a way to get 
a match against Savage. 

Of course, Savage is not Morales, 
and Hogan is not Sammartino. The 
“‘Macho Man’' has a long history as a 
vicious ring criminal. He has always 
been a somewhat paranoid individual. 
His recent actions are nothing new. In 
fact, Savage’s days as a fan favorite 
might one day be viewed as the most 
unusual period of his career. Hogan, 
on the other hand, has a much larger 
ego than Sammartino. Bruno loved the 
sport and was content just to wrestle. 
Hogan loves the cheers and must be 
champion. 

One match can’t erase what has 
happened between Hogan and Savage; 
this feud calls for much more than 
that. Perhaps time will heel the bad 
feelings between Hogan and Savage. 


The Official Pro Wrestling Illustrated and KO Magazine 
canvas tote bags are just right for carrying gym equipment 


Eventually, maybe they'll realize that and school books. They are also perfect as a 
they're more powerful as a team than lightweight overnight bag for those short business trips 
We ual oy or when you sleep over at a friend’s house. 

That's asking a lot,’’ WWF expert a A 
Thomas Pilliard said. ‘We're talking These large, 10” x 20” 12-ounce bags are made of sturdy 
about two gigantic egos, bigger than cotton canvas with web handles and a self-repairing zipper. 
any I've ever seen. Each man must Whatever your bag is, these tote bags are made for you. 


have the spotlight to himself, although 
| must admit: Savage seems to deal 
with not being in the spotlight a lot Se pa Fate ae 


petiet than: iogart dues. “Togan st | MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: | 
| 


can’t stand it if he’s not the center of 


attention.’ | T.V. SPORTS 
Nonetheless, they must first fight it ONLY 14 95 EACH 


out and regain the healthy respect they 


once had for each other. There was a Please send me the Official Canvas Tote Bags I’ve ordered below. | 
time when Hogan admitted that Sav- enclose $14.95 for each bag I’ve ordered. (Prices are for shipment within 
age was the toughest wrestler he ever the U.S. All other countries add $3.00 per order to cover additional 
faced. Savage once admired Hogan's handling and shipping costs.) 

incredible guts and determination. That 

respect has diminished, mostly be- 

cause they have been so close to each PRO WRESTLING 

aC s ILLUSTRATED TOTE BAG 

beaut gi fom afer He thnks che ee ite vite iad) 

sprcarenat Ne $14.95 each 


is the most magnificent thing on earth, 
and is ecstatic when she finally agrees 
to go out with him. Then, as time goes 
on, he notices a flaw in her that he 


never saw before. Suddenly, she isn’t KO TOTE BAG 
so perfect. So they break up and, once (Royal Blue with white logo) 
again in his eyes, she becomes the $14.95 each 


most magnificent thing on earth. 

When Hogan and Savage wrestled as 
partners, they were always competing 
for the spotlight. When they wrestled 
against each other, they were compet- 
ing for respect. STATE. ZIP. 

Once that respect is regained—no 
matter who ends up holding the belt— 
Hogan and Savage can be the 
Megapowers once again. 
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es BACK ISSUES OF EEE 
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September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 
vin, Ladd, Rhodes. 

February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
Spoiler, Brisco, 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling Il, 
Super D, 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thornton, Keirn 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 
Slater, Piper 

September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre. 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 

April 1982/Spoiler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
tales, Super D, Ladd. 

May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
Star, Dillon, Wrestling II. 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 

July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich. 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 

May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 

July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund, 

——<— a 


SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 
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December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 
January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 
March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff, 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta, 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 

August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. * 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Inwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Flair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions II 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Orndorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage 


BOLDFACE.] 


December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 

March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
July 1986/Orndorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling Il. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny, 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones, 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor, 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston: 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny, 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December 1987/Grappling Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 

February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Arn, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George, 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 

September 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 

October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 
November 1988/R&R Express, Honky 
Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash. 
December 1988/Warriors, Samoan 
SWAT Team, Hart, Andre, Presidential 
Wrestlers. 

January 1989/Jake-Cheryl-Rude, 
Sting, Lawler, Flair, Savage's career 
February 1989/The Champions in '89, 
Duggan, Roberts, 1989 datebook 

April 1989/Starrcade '88, Savage-Ho- 
gan, Funk-Mulligan, Heenan, Abdullah, 


et se ta | 
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INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 89’s research department will provide the 

answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


On January 24, 1963, Lou Thesz 

mbeat Buddy Rogers for his sixth 
and final NWA World title. I've heard this 
match is famous for other reasons, What 
happened?—Josh Gund, Medina, ND 

a The bout, which took place in To- 

mronto, Ontario, was directly re- 
sponsible for the formation of what now is 
lmown as the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion. Thesz defeated the original “Nature 
Boy” cleanly in the middle of the ring, but 
several East Coast promoters refused to 
recognize Thesz as champion because he 
refused to wrestle in their areas. These 
promoters broke away from the NWA 
and formed a new organization, the 
World Wide Wrestling Federation (which 
later evolved into today’s WWF). The 
WWWF next held a toumament to deter- 
mine its World champion, which, ironical- 
ly, was won by Rogers. Thesz continued 
to wrestle in the NWA, holding the World 
title until January 17, 1966, when he was 
defeated by Gene Kiniski in St. Louis. 

a! recently rented Plan 9 From Out- 

mer Space, the ridiculously awful 
‘80s science-fiction movie, on video. My 
grandfather told me that the huge villain 
in the movie, Tor Johnson, was also a fam- 
ous professional wrestler. Can you tell me 
anything more about him? Also, I under- 
stand that Abdullah the Butcher starred in 
a movie a few years ago. What was it 
called?—Robert Bemitt, Chattanooga, TN 
Are long famous for his bald 

shead, 380-pound frame, and thick 
Swedish accent, was an extremely suc- 
cessful pro grappler during the '40s and 
‘80s. He wrestled under both his real 
name and the billing, “The Super Swed- 
ish Angel,” as he followed the original 
Swedish Angel into the sport. Health 
problems forced him to retire in the early 
‘80s. As for Abdullah, his expertise in 
martial arts led to a co-starring role in 
Roaring Fire, a low-budget 1983 action 
film now available on home video. 

ul have often heard Mil Mascaras 

mclaim that he once held a world 
c 


pionship, but according to my 


records he has never wom the WWF, 
AWA, or NWA belts, What title did he 
hold?—Brandon Hally, Dix Hills, NY 
A: The belt Mascaras held was the 
a Intemational Wrestling Association 


(TWA) championship, Mascaras held this 
title throughout the mid-’70s for this ambi- 
tious promotion, which presented wres- 
tling cards throughout the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, and the Dominican Re- 
public, Although the IWA called the belt 
a “world championship,” it was not rec- 
ognized as such by our family of 
magazines. 
al understand that outside interfer- 
mence caused The Road Warriors 
to lose their AWA World tag team title 
back in 1985, but I don’t know who the 
offending party was. What happened dur- 
ing this historic match?—Marty Niles, 
Williamston, MI 
A: On September 29, 1985, in St. Paul, 
a Minnesota, The Road Warriors suf- 
fered one of the biggest upset losses of 
the decade when they lost their AWA tag 
team title to the unranked team of Steve 
Regal and Jim Garvin. The Warriors actu- 
ally dominated most of the match until 
Michael Hayes and Buddy Roberts came 
to ringside. Roberts began a brawl with 
Hawk and Road Warrior manager Paul El- 
lering outside the ring. In the ring, Animal 
prepared to deliver a backbreaker to a 
badly beaten Garvin. Hayes, clad in street 
clothes, leapt from the top twmbuckle 
onto Garvin's back, The force of the blow 
pushed Animal to the canvas with Garvin 
on top of him in a perfect pinning posi- 
tion, and the referee retumed to count 
the fall on Animal. Surprisingly, AWA 
President Stanley Blackbur, who is usual- 
ly quick to strip rulebreakers of their ti- 
tles, failed to overtum this controversial 
decision. 
a Hacksaw Duggan is now one of 
athe most popular men in the 
, but I think I remember seeing him 
wrestle in Texas as a rulebreaker several 
years ago under a different name. Am I 
right?—Ricky Lee, Houston 
A: Duggan began his career in 
athe WWF in 1977, but was not 
successful wrestling in a strictly scientific 
style. He next ventured to the Southwest 
area, where he changed his style com- 
pletely and was known as 'Crazy” Dug- 
gan. Later, he reverted back to a fan fa- 


vorite, reclaiming the “Hacksaw” 
nickname he used during his college 
football days. Oo 


Sept. 1988 


For the past three years, the September cover-dated 
“SuperCards” editions of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
have set new standards for wrestling journalism. 
Bonus pages, special 12-page color sections, and 
peerless analysis of the annual spring "“SuperCards"” 
make the September editions of PW/ true collectors’ 
items, We have limited supplies of these newsstand 
sellouts, and they're sure to go fast. Only $5.00 each. 
Order today! 


' Make check or money order payable 


land send to: 

m “SUPERCARDS”’ 
aii ONLY $5.00 each. 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please rush me the magazines | have 
checked below. | enclose $5.00 (U.S. 
| FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


PWI September 1986 (“SuperCards '86”) 
PWI September 1987 (“SuperCards '87”) 
PWI September 1988 (“SuperCards ’88”) 
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U.S. funds only. All other countries $7.00. 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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RATINGS 


For period ended February 24, 1989 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag teams are based on 
wonr-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 


6—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

WF Intercontinental champ 
7—BARRY WINDHAM 

No. 1 contender: U.S. title 
8—STING 

No. 3 contender: NWA title 
9—JERRY LAWLER 

World Class champion 
10—LARRY ZBYSZKO 

AWA World champion 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 
WWF World champion 


2—RICK STEAMBOAT 

NWA World champion 
3—RIC FLAIR 

No. 2 contender: NWA title 
4—HULK HOGAN 

No. 2 contender: WWF title 


5—LEX LUGER 
U.S. champion 


MOST POPULAR 
1—HULK HOGAN 6—RICK STEINER 


TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
NWA World tag team champions 


2—DEMOLITION 
WWF World tag team champions 


3—STEVE WILLIAMS & KEVIN SULLIVAN 


U.S. tag team champions 


4—WARLORD & BARBARIAN 
No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team title 


5—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE 
No. 2 contenders: NWA tag team title 


6—PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 
AWA World tag team champions 


7—KERRY & KEVIN VON ERICH 


World Class tag team champions 


8—THE SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 
No. 3 contenders: NWA tag team title 


9—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
No. 2 contenders: WWF tag team title 


10—ROBERT FULLER & JIMMY GOLDEN 


No. 1 contenders: CWA tag team title 


MOST HATED 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 6—ANDRE THE GIANT 
Last issue: No. 2 Hated 


Last issue: No. 2 Popular 
2—STING 

Last issue: No. 3 Popular 
3—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

Last issue: No. 6 Popular 
4—RICK STEAMBOAT 

Last issue: unrated 
5—LEX LUGER 

Last issue: No. 5 Popular 


Last issue: No. 10 Popular 
7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
Last issue: No. 4 Popular 


8—DUSTY RHODES 


Last issue: No. 7 Popular 


9—KERRY VON ERICH 


Last issue: No. 9 Popular 


10—JEFF JARRETT 


Last issue: unrated 


Last issue: No. 1 Popular 
2—RIC FLAIR 

Last issue: No, 3 Hated 
3—BIG BOSSMAN 

Last issue: No. 1 Hated 
4—BARRY WINDHAM 

Last issue: No. 4 Hated 
5—AKEEM 


Last issue: unrated 


7—MIKE ROTUNDO 

Last issue: unrated 
8—RICK RUDE 

Last issue: No. 6 Hated 
9—LARRY ZBYSZKO 

Last issue: unrated 


10—RICK MORTON 


Last issue: unrated 


NWA 
World Champion: RICK STEAMBOAT 238, Honolulu, HI 


AWA 
World Champion: LARRY ZBYSZKO 248, Pittsburgh, PA 


1—LEX LUGER 

268, Chicago, IL 
2—RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 
3—BARRY WINDHAM 

263, Sweetwater, TX 
4—STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 
5—JUNKYARD DOG 

305, Charlotte, NC 


6—RICK STEINER 
248, Detroit, MI 
7—EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 
8—MIKE ROTUNDO 
245, Syracuse, NY 
9—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 


10—MICHAEL HAYES 


255, Marietta, GA 


World Champion: RANDY SAVAGE 245, Sarasota, FL 


1—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

280, Queens, NY 
2—HULK HOGAN 

302, Venice Beach, CA 
3—BAD NEWS BROWN 

280, New York, NY 
4—BIG BOSSMAN 

348, Cobb County, GA 
5—AKEEM 

468, Chicago, IL 
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6—TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NB 
7—ANDRE THE GIANT 
497, Grenoble, France 
8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
9—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 


10—RICK RUDE 


246, Robbinsdale, MN 


1—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—TOM ZENK 
237, Minneapolis, MN 
3—MANNY FERNANDEZ 
245, El Paso, TX 
4—WAHOO McDANIEL 
280, Midland, TX 


5—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 


6—KEN PATERA 
256, Portland, OR 


7—THE IRON SHEIK 


263, Teheran, Iran 


8—COL. DeBEERS 


248, Cape Town, S, Africa 


9—AKIO SATO 
234, Tokyo, Japan 


10—MIKE GEORGE 
265, St. Joseph, MO 


STAMPEDE 
N. American Champion: TITLE VACANT See “Analysis” 


1—CHRIS BENOIT 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 
2—LARRY CAMERON 
280, Chicago 
3—JOHNNY SMITH 


235, Manchester, England 


4—MAKHAN SINGH 
380, Saginaw, MI 
5—STEVE DiSALVO 
298, Boston, MA 


6—VULKAN SINGH 

300, Billings, MT 
7—STEVE BLACKMAN 

250, Pittsburgh, PA 
8—BEEF WELLINGTON 

225, Lioydmaster, Alberta 
9—GAMA SINGH 

220, Karachi, Pakistan 
10—RON RITCHIE 

228, St. Louis, MO 


RATINGS 


CONTINENTAL 

Continental Champion: TOM PRICHARD 220, Houston, TX 
1—DAN DAVIS 6—TONY ANTHONY 

238, Nashville, TN 235, Bucksnorth, TN 
2—TERRY GORDY 7—DOUG FURNAS 

289, Chattanooga, TN 265, Commerce, OK 
3—MOONDOG SPOT 8—WILLIE B. HERT 

303, parts unknown 238, El Paso, TX 
4—BILL DUNDEE 9—ALAN MARTIN 

214, Melbourne, Australia 225, Dallas, TX 


5—BLACK BART 10—BRAD ANDERSON 
261, Pampa, TX 225, Charlotte, NC 


WORLD CLASS 

World Class Champion: JERRY LAWLER 234, Memphis, TN 
1—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 6—CACTUS JACK 

245, St. Louis, MO 242, Truth Or Consequences, NM 
2—KERRY VON ERICH 7—JIMMY JACK FUNK 

260, Denton, TX 243, Portland, OR 
3—ERIC EMBRY 8—SUPER BLACK NINJA 

225, Lexington, KY 245, Tokyo, Japan 
4—JEFF JARRETT 9—GARY YOUNG 

200, Hendersonville, TN 240, Houston, TX 


5—KEVIN VON ERICH 10—DUTCH MANTEL 
235, Denton, TX 224, Oil Trough, TX 


CWA 
CWA Champion: DUTCH MANTEL 224, Oi! Trough, TX 


1—JERRY LAWLER 6—ROBERT FULLER 
234, Memphis, TN 255, Dyresburg, TN 
2—JEFF JARRETT 7—FRANK LANCASTER 
200, Hendersonville, TN 239, Atlanta, GA 
3—BILL DUNDEE 8—JIMMY GOLDEN 
214, Melbourne, Australia 235, Montgomery, AL 
4—RICK MORTON 9—KEN WAYNE 
228, Memphis, TN 208, Memphis, TN 


5—TRACEY SMOTHERS 10—PHIL HICKERSON 
228, Springfield, TN 208, Memphis, TN 


1—AL PEREZ 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
3—U.S. STEEL 
4—SCOTT HALL 
5—STEVE KEIRN 


FLORIDA 

FCW Champion: MIKE GRAHAM 232, Tampa, FL 
6—DICK SLATER 

235, Tampa, FL 
7—MARK STARR 

228, Sarasota, FL 
8—BRETT SAWYER 

232, Portland, OR 
9—LOU PEREZ 

223, Tampa, FL 


10—JIM BACKLUND 
221, Plant City, FL 


238, Tampa, FL 

302, Austin, TX 

407, Pittsburgh, PA 
290, Minneapolis, MN 
235, Tampa, FL 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this maga- 
zine. We have examined our ratings for each of those is- 
sues—in our Top 10 and Tag Team categories only—and 
assigned each position a point value: 10 points for a number- 
one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and so on down to 
one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing 
a maximum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five 
finishers in each category. While our regular ratings reflect the 
past month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of 
wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

1—-RIC FLAIR... 
2—RANDY SAVAGE . 
3—LEX LUGER 

4—JERRY LAWLER. 
5—HULK HOGANISTING.... 


TAG TEAMS 

1—DEMOLITION.....essssesseee 

2—THE ROAD WARRIORS. 

3—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE.........++.34 points 
4—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON ..33 points 
5—PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND............20 points 


ANALYSIS 


Title vacant! Due to his failure to defend 
the Stampede North American title once ina 
required 30-day period, Don Muraco has 
been stripped of the belt. A toumament will 
be held shortly in Calgary to determine a 
new champion. Muraco had won the title 
from Makhan Singh on December 9. 


Top 10 changes. And there are plenty of 
them this issue. WWF World champion 
Randy Savage remains on top, but Rick 
Steamboat won the NWA World title from 
Ric Flair on February 20 and moves in at 
number two. Flair, meanwhile, drops a spot 
to number three. Jerry Lawler was stripped 
of the AWA World title and still has the 
World Class belt; he drops six spots to num- 


Don Muraco vs. Makhan Singh 


from Barry Windham on February 20 but is 
no longer a contender for the World title 
and drops a spot to number five. WWF Inter- 
continental champion The Ultimate Warrior 
is rapidly gaining respect. He moves up four 
notches to number six. 


What a lineup! That was our reaction 
while compiling Florida Championship 
Wrestling ratings for this issue’s revolving 
ratings category. With the likes of Al Perez, 
Dusty Rhodes, and Dick Slater in the FCW 
top 10, there are exciting times ahead for the 
Sunshine State. 


Let us know! If you have any comments 
about our ratings, send them in! We want to 


ber nine. Larry Zbyszko, who won the AWA ly. He's awaiting a match against Savage at know what's on your mind. The address for 


title in a battle royal, enters the top 10 at 
number 10. Hulk Hogan is moving up rapid- 


WrestleMania V and jumps four spots to 
number four. Lex Luger won the U.S. belt 


mail is: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o Wrestling 89, 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, New York, 11571. 
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THIS JUSTIN. 


"Bring on Ric Flair!'' Lex Luger shouted in a crowded dressing 
room after winning the U.S. title from Barry Windham on the NWA's 
February 20 Chi-Town Rumble card. ''He may have ducked me, but I'm 
not ducking him. When he's finally figured out that there's no 
way he can get that World championship belt back from Rick 
Steamboat, he can give the U.S. belt a try.'' But Flair, who lost 
the World title to Steamboat on the same evening, vowed to keep 
his mind on regaining the World belt. ''Luger's a secondary 
wrestler, and he's a secondary champion,'' Flair said. "I'm not 
interested in what he has. Let me tell you one thing: When I said 
I was never going to wrestle Luger again, I meant it. As far as 
I'm concerned, I'm still on top of him, Let Luger come after me."' 
Luger won an intense battle for the U.S. title by pinning Windham 
at the 23:46 mark. Both men were bleeding when a Windham backdrop 
backfired. Luger and Windham landed on their backs, but Luger 
managed to lift his shoulder at the three-count. "'A lucky win," 
Windham claimed. ''He shouldn't be worrying about Ric. I'm the one 
who's coming after him.'' A series of rematches between the former 
tag team partners is expected. 


Rumble on February 20, but Rotundo claimed the victory was "‘in 
the bank'' before the match even started. ''I had him psyched 
out,'' Rotundo said. ''He had all the momentum with him the last 
time because he had nothing to lose, but this time he had 
everything to lose. That's the thing with a guy like Steiner. 
He's so stupid, once you get him thinking, he's a loser.'' But 
Steiner, while admitting that the loss was disappointing, said he 
wasn't devastated over losing to his former Varsity Club partner. 
"Mike just got lucky," Steiner said. ''Anybody who saw the match 
knows that I had him in a sleeper, he was ready to go out, and I 
just made a mistake. I proved that I'm better than him, so 
getting the belt back should be no problem." 


"Ric Flair's best days are over,'' Rick Steamboat proclaimed 
after defeating Flair for the NWA World title at the Chi-Town 
Rumble. ''A few years ago he was practically unbeatable. I'd throw 
everything I had at him, but he'd always come back. Now he uses 
all these stalling tactics. I was on the offensive for 95 percent 
of the match, and that's not the way it used to be.'' Steamboat 
also said he was surprised that his pin on Flair at the 23:06 
mark was allowed to stand. Referee Tommy Young had been knocked 
out in a collision, but substitute referee Teddy Long took 
Young's place and made the count. ''It just surprised me because 
it made so much sense,'' Steamboat said. ''I had him pinned 
earlier, too, but they didn't make the count." 
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Cet in on the PROFITS. 
in SMALL ENGINE 
service and repair 


Start your own money ‘~’ 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 
labor, Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to the profits, 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 


usual for a good small engine man to be ~ 


three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter, 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get.all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP. ... All at NO EXTRA COST. 


=" 
\:) 


— L 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
As5n., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


ee ae te 
“ No experience necessary. 
You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade” Il the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 
“T've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 
gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until 1 
started the Foley- i 
Belsaw Course." Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4 HP engine — 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


6301 Equitable Rd., Dept.51655 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 
NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 

6301 Equitable Rd., Dept.51655 

Kansas City, Mo. 64120 

C1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


Tells how you quickly | Name 
train to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime 4 Address. 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete City. 
details on our 30-Da 
NO RISK Tria State Zip. 


Offer! 
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SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


rn ACestlin 


ILLUSTRATED 


PWI T-SHIRT 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Mustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PWI “‘Skyflyer”” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 94 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
‘on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 

PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 9 DELUXE PACKAGE 


Se ee ee ee ee See ee Re ger ee ee 


Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 


TV SPORTS 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


ADDRESS APT 


I 
I 
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I 
| 
NAME I 
| 
I 
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I 


CITY STATE ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. l 
5 funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. ] 
SHIRT SIZE OSmall OMedium OLarge OXLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 


